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Shut 


14 Sports 
The Red Sox lose at the end of a 
heated 7 game series 


Ryan McBride photo 
The shuttles are not as full as they once were. It remains to be seen if the demand 


has decreased or if students have simply regulated their trips more efficiently. 


Budget cuts on the way for 


Budget cuts, layoffs 
and cut backs are 


soon to be a reality 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


NECC received the news last 
Wednesday that its budget will be 
reduced by almost $1 million as 
part of statewide budget cuts, 
which will mean possible tuition 
increases next fall and layoffs next 
year. é 
The state budget appropriation 
that NECC receives for the upcom- 
ing year was cut by $958,000, 
which represents a reduction of 
about 5 percent of the college's 
total budget, according to Vice 
President of Administration and 
Finance Sue Wolfe. 

In addition to these cuts for the 
upcoming fiscal year 2009 the col- 
lege was told in a meeting with 
state education officials last week 
that these are not one time cuts and 
that they should begin to plan on 
this being a three to four year prob- 
lem. 

“Things are not going to get 


better anytime soon,” Wolfe said. 

While specific cuts at the col- 
lege have not been decided yet 
Wolfe said students and staff can 
expect potential tuition increases 
and layoffs. 

“We expect that given the 
scope of the reduction this year and 
that we will be looking at flat or 
slightly declining state support 
next year, we expect that there may 
be layoffs,” Wolfe said. 

At this point NECC will not be 
Taising tuition for the spring 
semester. 

“We will be looking at tuition 
and fees for the following fall and I 
would expect an increase,” Wolfe 
said. 

At this time it is unknown as to 
what that increase will be. 

The specific details of these 
budget cuts will be determined 
later in November when President 
Hartleb meets with his cabinet, 
which consists of the senior man- 
agement of the college. 

“With all of this in mind our 
ultimate objective is to maintain 
the integrity of our academic cur- 
riculum and to maintain essential 
and critical student services,” 
Wolfe said. 

President Hartleb has already 


contacted the members of his cabi- 
net and asked them to start thinking 
about how the college is going to 
deal with the reduction. 

“It's going to be a challenge to 
realize these cuts; It's a large cut 
for this institution and a lot of peo- 
ple have spent a lot of time think- 
ing about how we can do this in a 
way that minimizes the effect to 


'3 Opinion 
« Obama and McCain duke it 
_ out in the debates 
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No third shuttle 
bus coming soon 


No relief in sight due 
to financial concerns 
says Sue Wolfe 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 
AND 


CESAR SEGURA 
Contributing Reporter 


Despite students' complaints about 
the shuttle bus service the college is not 
considering adding a third shuttle bus 
due to financial concems. What would 
have been a possible solution for some 
students, who were arriving to class late 
as a result of overcrowded buses, will 
no longer be an option for them. Many 
shuttle bus riders requested that NECC 
provide another shuttle bus, but with the 
budget cuts from the state it is cost pro- 
hibitive to add an additional shuttle bus 
at this time, according to Vice President 
of Administration and Finance Sue 
Wolfe. 

“I want to acknowledge that stu- 
dents aren't able to get the shuttle when 
they want it sometimes because it’s full 
and we've looked into some options to 
alleviate that and right now it’s cost pro- 
hibitive to do anything more about it,” 


that amount will be reduced is still 
yet to be determined. 

The college is also looking at 
some actions that they can take in 
the short term to reduce spending, 
including limiting out of state trav- 
el, eliminating overnight travel, 
curtailing nonessential conferences 
and delaying the rehiring of vacant 
positions. 


We will be looking at tuition and fees 
for the following fall and I would expect 


-Sue Wolfe 


an increase. 
the students and employees,” 
Wolfe said. 


The effect on student clubs and 
activities is not yet known. 

Student clubs are funded by a 
budget controlled in part by the 
Student Senate. The senate dictates 
the allocation each club receives. 

The student activity fund cur- 
rently receives $365,000 as the 
budget for funding student clubs, 
activities and athletics. Whether 


Faculty were told at a meeting 
last Friday to be frugal when it 
comes to photocopying as one way 
to save expenses, according to 
Professor Linda Desjardins. 

“We need to take a look at what 
we can eliminate from the budget 
immediately that has an immediate 
effect on how we can make up that 
$958,000 this year, things that we 
could eliminate that would not 
have a great effect on our students 


Wolfe said. 

The cost of the shuttle bus is $41 
per shuttle trip, or approximately $5.50 
per student trip, according to Wolfe. 

“The cabinet was willing to 
approve a costly budget item, acknowl- 
edging the importance of this service to 
our students to be able to go back and 
forth from Haverhill and Lawrence 
campuses and have that available at no 
cost. But any additions to this service 
will be costly and would probably result 
in budget cuts in other core areas,” 
Wolfe said. 

In early October the college asked 
Merrimack Valley Security to provide a 
proposal to add a third shuttle bus. 
Merrimack Valley Security was willing 
to provide an additional seven passen- 
ger van at a cost of approximately 
$1,300 per week, or $46,000 per year. 
Given the current fiscal constraints, the 
college is not considering taking action 
in this proposal, according to Wolfe. 

“T do want to highlight we did price 
out the third van; unfortunately, when 
you talk about a van or shuttle service 
it's a really high fixed cost, [Merrimack 
Valley Security] has to go out and 
acquire a new van. When we asked 
them if there was an opportunity to 
address this window their response was 
‘we buy a van,' and that explains why its 
such a high cost,” Wolfe said. 

See Shuttle page 7 


NECC 


and employees, ” Wolfe said. 

The budget cuts to NECC come 
at a time when enrollment at the 
college has increased 7.6 percent, a 
trend also seen at the other commu- 
nity colleges across the state with 
total enrollment at community col- 
leges rising more than 5 percent, 
according to The Boston Globe. 

As The Boston Globe reported 
last week the irony is that commu- 
nity colleges traditionally see 
enrollment surge when the econo- 
my slumps, with students looking 
for lower education costs, but as 
the state deals with economic crisis 
colleges often see their budgets 
drop as well. 

The recent budget cuts have 
greatly affected state universities 
and community colleges. The pub- 
lic colleges across the state have 
received an average 5 percent 
reduction in their state subsidies. 

All of these colleges, like 
NECC, are now faced with making 
difficult decisions as to where they 
will cut their budgets and how this 
will impact their students. 

“We will look at everything 
with an eye towards minimizing 
the effect on services and the qual- 
ity product that we provide for our 
students,” Wolfe said. 
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Youth apathy is killing our 
country. It is the role of youth in 
society to demand change 
because they are not indoctrinat- 
ed into the system. This Nov. 4 
you need to vote. But do not vote 
idly, take the time to learn the 
issues and see how you feel. 

Do you support the legaliza- 
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Vote please 


States the weight of your freedom 
lies on your shoulders. You must 
work to preserve it, guard it and 
defend it. 

The Observer does not have a 
history of endorsing candidates, 
and we won't here. But we will 
endorse something that every 
politically minded person can 
agree on. The future rests in your 
hands, so vote, and vote intelli- 


©? EVERY MORNINGT at 
TWENTY-SEVEN Vitis, COWARD 
MAN ANDBOY IVE SOY GIVES ME ONE OF GU? 
WORKED HERE AS A e THOSE WELL-LOOK- |} 
SECURITY GUARD WHO-WANDERED-IN g®\Y) Sita, 
GREETINGS. 7 VIN 


gently. 
Remember, if you don't vote, 
you can't complain. 


tion of marijuana, do you feel 
strongly about income tax or do 
you-really care about the econo- 
my. As citizens of the United 
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Josh Everett, Computer Science 
“Backing over someone else’s 
mailbox while they were watch- 


MCT campus cartoon 


What’s the most embarrassing 
thing you’ve been caught doing? 


Scott Martori, 
Information Systems 
“When I went trick or treating anda 


Computer Serena Tyrie, Web Page Design 
“T fell up a hill. I was walking up a 


hill and I fell backwards.” 


” 


ing. scary house was dark and I bolted 


as fast as I could.” 


Nov. 5 
Nov. 19 
Dec. 3 
Dec 17 


Oct. 29 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 26 
Dec. 10 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 

The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
“include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


Chris Hassard, Genral Studies 
“I was 14 and I played a prank to 
pee in somebody's mailbox, the 
door was down and as I was run- 
ning down the street I peed in my 
pants.” 


Ian Sanford, Electrical 
Engineering 
“I don’t know. I don’t think I’ve 


ever been caught doing anything.” 


Sarah Argenbright, Theater 
Major 

“Me and my friends got into a 
mud fight for no reason. Then as 
we were getting out of the bath- 
room my mom and her friends 
were staring at us.” 


The debates: more 
like prizefighting 
than politics 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor 


SRL OES 


» With all 
_ the hype and 
_ expectation 
that has gone 
_ into the presi- 
edential 
© debates one 
~ would think 
it’s a prize- 
— fight being 
B held in Vegas 
rather than two dudes talking. It 
does have a lot in common with 
prizefighting in a way, like boxing 
matches the debates have been 
well publicized, drawn compar- 
isons to a past quarrel (in this 
case Richard Nixon vs. John F. 
Kennedy) and they failed to live 
up to the hype. 

The fight card, I mean the 
three presidential debates and 
vice presidential debate turned 
out like I expected it to for the 
most part. Barack Obama and 
Joe Biden seemed like the win- 
ners in my scorecard, but there 
were a few surprises. 

The most surprising or odd 
aspects of the debates were the 
introductions of Joe Six-pack and 
Joe the Plumber. Joe Six-pack 
seems to be vice president nomi- 
nee Sarah Palin’s metaphor for 
the blue collar American man; 
he’s kind of like Rosie the Riveter 
for drunk guys. Or maybe it’s 
what Palin thinks a man should 
be, which prompts the question 
am I Joe Six-pack? Are you? It’s 
either that or my original theory 
that Joe Six-pack is the imaginary 
husband of hockey mom and they 
live a peaceful life hunting, drink- 
‘ing cheap draft beer and raising 
their kids in middle of nowhere 
America. 

Joe the Plumber on the other 
hand is real and was brought up 
multiple times by John McCain 
and Obama during the final 
debate. Originally I thought Joe 


Dear editor, 


On Wednesday, October 8, the Contemporary 


the Plumber was a character 
made up by McCain to tarnish 
Obama’s tax plan, but the next 
day I saw him on the news. Joe 
Wurzelbacher didn’t seem too 
excited about his sudden celebrity 
status which doesn’t suit him well 
because his 15 minutes won't be 
up any time soon. I'm sorry to say 
Joe, but you're the new poster boy 
for the GOP. They'll use you for 
you everyman appeal even if most 
Americans really can’t relate to 
you. 
Something that also caught 
my attention was that the co-main 
event aka the vice presidential 
debate was a lot.more interesting 
than the three presidential ones. 
It was because of the wildcard 
Sarah Palin who was fresh off her 
Kaitie Couric interview debacle 
and it was a chance for voters to 
get a feel for Joe Biden. It also 
managed to draw 70 million view- 
ers making it the most watched 
debate of the last 16 years. 
Although Biden didn’t go for 
the knockout statement I was 
hoping for against Palin he held 
his own against the much more 
popular Palin and did deliver 
some stinging remarks, a good 
one was something regarding a 
certain bridge to nowhere. I will 
give Palin credit for not choking 
on the big stage and for delivering 
some good arguments herself, she 
has debate experience but it defi- 
nitely was nowhere near this one. 
I was worried that Palin’s odd 
charisma would be too much and 
brainwash viewers into believing 
she was winning, but Biden was 
persistent and his responses were 
sharp and were mainly focused on 
McCain. Palin was clearly follow- 
ing the game plan drawn up by 
her advisors which was to have a 
shout out for Ronald Reagan, 
include as much Alaska refer- 
ences as possible even though it 
wasn’t relevant, and most impor- 
tantly try to play to her middle 
America strengths and distance 
herself from Washington politi- 
cians. The ending to this debate 
was definitely more amicable 
than the Obama and McCain 
affairs, as both candidates 
embraced and had their families 
join them onstage afterwards. 


Opinion 


The year’s most anticipated match up 
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THE DEBATE IN O8 


Graphic courtesy of Joel Pecci 
Barack Obama has proved too elusive for John McCain in their debates. 


This is a unanimous decision win 
for Biden. 

And now for the main event, 
the long awaited showdown 
between McCain and Obama. 
Nobody knew what to expect, was 
McCain’s temper going to flare 
up? Was Obama going to be 
linked to yet another controver- 
sial figure? We wouldn't know 
from watching the first debate. 

The first debate was spent 
almost as a feeling out process 
which made for pretty boring TV, 
I figured that it would pick up in 
the later two. However I do think 
that McCain should have been a 
little more active in the first, con- 
sidering that it was focused more 
on foreign policy which is his area 
of expertise. It was vital for 
McCain to start strong and carry 
some of that momentum with him 
into the next two debates that 
dealt with more domestic issues 
namely the economy, Obama’s 
strong suit. This debate was hard 
to call because of both candidates 
relative lack of activity so we'll call 
it a draw. 

The second debate will be 
remembered for McCain’s hubris 
getting the best of him. In an 


attempt to look more confident 
McCain resorted to lightly mock- 
ing Obama for things like a 
request for an overhead projector 


Students not interested in voting 


about the election,” that sickens me. 
With the state of our nation’s economy, war in 


Affairs Club held a voter registration in the lobby of 
the Spurk building. Although a good number of stu- 
dents registered to vote a good number didn’t, and it 
greatly disappoints me. 

College is a time in a person’s life when maturity 
is a key factor in succeeding not only in class, but 
after you graduate, and the level of immaturity I wit- 
nessed was astounding. People preferred to stand 
outside and smoke, gossip and play a rousing game 
of hacky sack rather than register for the fall elec- 
tion. Numerous students watked pass the registra- 
tion table and blatantly said that they “do not care 


Iraq and many other problems our country deals 
with on a daily basis, not caring about the elections 
is immature. The people attending Northern Essex 
Community College are the future generation of 
America, and many need to start acting the part. 

I urge those of you whom are not registered to 
vote to please register and make a difference on 
November 4. It is your country and your future. 


Sincerely, 
Seth A. Dallaire 
Contemporary Affairs Club: Secretary 


NECC welcomes new dance coordinator 


Dear editor, 


I would like to welcome our new Dance 
Coordinator, Michelle Kennedy Deane, to NECC. 


NECC’s Still Point Dance Program will be celebrat- . 


ing its 35th anniversary this year. As creator of the 
Dance Program, I can’t think of a better way to cele- 
brate than with the hiring of Michelle, one of our 
own. Our dance program is in excellent hands with 
Michelle, and I look forward to watching her take 


this program and put her own stamp on it. She has 
already brought renewed professionalism, which 
our Dance Program has always been proud of. I 
know that with her sense of excellence and high col- 
lege dance standards, she will maintain its reputa- 
tion, build on the wisdom of the past, and bring it in 
new directions. 


Sincerely, 
Elaine Mawhinney 


for a Chicago planetarium and 
referring to Obama as “that one.” 
Obama worked a little more on 
this one and by simply evading 
McCain’s arguments he began to 
look like the clear winner. There 
was a hint of Kennedy vs. Nixon 
in this one, as Obama appeared to 
be the more confident and level 
headed of the two and McCain 
had moments that he seemed 
awkward. This really shouldn’t 
matter but potential American 
voters really take this into consid- 
eration and it’s beginning to show 
in the polls. 

In the final debate McCain 
came out more aggressively and 
looking to finish, but it seemed 
too little, too late. McCain did 
deliver the best statement in all of 
his debate performances in an 
attempt to distance himself from 
George Bush when he said, “If you 
wanted to run against President 
Bush, you should have run four 
years ago.” Other than that what 


“When love is in excess it 


sticks out from the debates was 
Joe the Plumber being mentioned 
over twenty times and McCain 
being way too interested in link- 
ing Obama to William Ayers and 
ACORN. The way McCain 
should’ve brought this up was by 
briefly mentioning it and letting 
the viewer think about it rather 
than beating it into people’s 
heads. Once again by keeping his 
cool Obama was looking like the 
winner, maybe it was a part of the 
Democratic strategy to bait 
McCain into losing his temper 
and portray him as not being level 
headed enough to be president. 
Obama takes this one by the 
slightest of margins. 

Overall Obama is our winner 
by split decision in a grinding 
series of.debates. I feel that both 
candidates should have focused 
less on negative remarks and 
should’ve been a little more 
descriptive of their policies rather 
than tearing them down. 


brings a man 


no honor nor worthiness.” 
-Euripides 


“Love is a snowmobile racing across the 
tundra and then it suddenly flips over, 
pinning you underneath. At night the ice 


weasels will come.” 


-Matt Groening 


“All love that has not friendship for its 
base, is like a mansion built upon sand.” 
-Ella Wheeler Wilcox 


“There is always some madness in love. 
But there is also always some reason in 


madness.” 


-Friedrich Nietzche 


“Love is the delightful interval between 
meeting a beautiful girl and discovering 


that she looks like a haddock.” 
-John Barrymore 
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Deregulation and how it affects you 


Who is really to 
blame for the current 
economic crisis? 


By MARK PALERMO 
Guest Columnist 


If you only 
listen to con- 
servative polit- 
ical commen- 
tators, you get 
the idea that 
the banking 
crisis was 
caused by lib- 
erals. They 
compelled 
banks, so the 
story goes, to make millions of 
high risk loans to low income bor- 
rowers, most of them Black and 
Hispanic, who later defaulted on 
these loans. If you like a simplistic 
analysis, there it is- all framed 
and predigested for Rush’s ditto- 
heads, Howie Curmudgeon 
acolytes and Bellicose Bill 
O'Reilly enthusiasts. No further 
discussion necessary for these 
folks. 

Here’s the rest of the story: 
the lion’s share of blame for the 
looting of our financial institu- 
tions rests firmly upon the 
Republicans, who have been 
enthusiastic architects and pro- 
moters of deregulation. Reagan, 
Bush, Phil Gramm, Allan 
Greenspan and others rode the 


deregulation bandwagon. John 
McCain was still touting deregu- 
lation as late as last month. 

To find out why, we have to go 
back to the banking failures that 
followed the stock market crash of 
1929. In order to restore confi- 
dence in the banking industry, 
Franklin Roosevelt’s administra- 
tion enacted legislation to regu- 
late banks. In the early 1930s, the 
Glass-Steagall and Bank Holding 
Company Acts prohibited banks 
from engaging in conflicts of 
interest, pyramid schemes, com- 
mingling of funds, leveraging and 
speculation. The act prohibited 
savings banks from merging with 
investment banks and mandated 
frequent government audits, all of 
which contributed to the sound 
banking practices that lasted until 
the Reagan administration. If you 
are over 40, you remember when 
the banking industry was the 
most ultra conservative, tradi- 
tional, and boring industry imagi- 
nable- in other words, the ideal 
people to trust with your money. 
And people did trust them. 
Nobody questioned the integrity 
of banks because the industry was 
regulated. 

The fever for deregulation 
grew in the 1980s from Ronald 
Reagan’s promise to “get govern- 
ment off our backs.” Deliriously 
happy throngs cheered Reagan as 
he pledged to clear the way for his 
vision of “Morning in America.” 
Those nasty liberals had created 
all those barriers to commerce. If 
we just removed the offending 


regulations, the awesome power 
of free markets would be 
unleashed. And so Reagan dereg- 
ulated banks with the Garn-St. 
Germaine Act of 1982, much of 
which was written by lobbyists for 
the financial industry. The result- 
ing orgy of greed and looting was 


old-fashioned banking regula- 
tions which had been in place 
since the 1930s. Gramm was 
handsomely rewarded for his help 
by his banking benefactors. 
Gramm also sponsored the 
Commodity Futures 
Modernization Act of 2000, 


a \ eee. 


“Are you surprised or shocked that we 
might face a Latin American style era of 


runaway inflation?” 


so rampant that even loan sharks, 
shady real estate developers and 
gangsters were purchasing sav- 
ings and loan institutions, granti- 
ng themselves massive loans, and 
then defaulting on them. (Is that 
what they mean by free markets?) 
Within a decade, the savings and 
loan crisis resulted in a $500 bil- 
lion bailout, Deregulation should 
have ended then, but it didn’t. Big 
business wanted even more bank- 
ing regulations lifted and they 
spent millions of dollars lobbying 
for it. Perhaps no one was more a 
champion of deregulation than 
Republican Senator Phil Gramm, 
the banker’s friend. After 12 
attempts in 25 years, a 
Republican congress (with the 
help of President Clinton) finally 
brought down the Glass-Steagall 
Acts. A law co-authored by 
Gramm repealed the offending, 
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which deregulated the energy 
industry. Enron lobbyists wrote 
most of the bill, (Do you notice a 
pattern here?) which accounted 
for the loophole exempting Enron 
from energy trading regulations. 
In just one year, the loophole 
allowed speculators to plunder 
$11 billion from California. In 
return for his services, Gramm 
was the second largest recipient 
of campaign donations from 
Enron. 

You might think that a man 
who single-handedly almost 
brought down the entire United 
States banking system would 
show some humility, but in July 
Gramm accused the American 
people of “whining” and stated 
that the nation’s economic woes 
were not real, but “mental.” 
Gramm said nothing about the 
whining of the financial industry 


that comes begging to the 
American taxpayers once again 
with its empty cup. You might 
think that such an exemplar of 
incompetence and dishonesty 
would be reviled, censured, per- 
haps held up to ridicule, but today, 
Gramm serves as co-chair of the 
McCain presidential campaign. 
Since retiring from the Senate, 
Gramm has secured a lucrative 
position as vice president of 
UBS/Switzerland, the world’s 
largest private bank. And until 
recently, Gramm was being seri- 
ously considered by John McCain 
for the post of-are you ready for 
this? ... Treasury Secretary. 

Are you surprised or shocked 
that we might face a Latin 
American style era of runaway 
inflation? I’m not. Thomas 
Jefferson faced these same kinds of 
problems with banks as did 
Andrew Jackson. 

In 1837, Abraham Lincoln had 
this to say about banks: “These cap- 
italists generally act harmoniously, 
and in concert, to fleece the people, 
and now,-that they have got into a 
quarrel with themselves, we are 
called upon to appropriate the peo- 
ple’s money to settle the quarrel.” 

This is old stuff and we should 
have known better by now. Maybe 
before the next bank bailout twenty 
or so years from now, someone will 
have thought about regulating the 
banking system, but I doubt it. 
Most people never learn from the 
past. 


Professor Mark Palermo is a 
member of the NECC faculty. 


If Sarah Palin can 
run for vice president 


anyone can, damnit 


By SAM SAWYER 
Contributing Reporter 


While seeing Sarah Palin make a 
complete fool of herself during inter- 
views, press conferences and debates 
is wholeheartedly entertaining, it’s 
also terrifying. We all (myself includ- 


nesses, there is a real chance that he 
could die in office, leaving a simple 
minded wolf hunter in charge. 

The more I’ve watched her, the 
more quotes of hers that I’ve read, 
the more I know about her, the more 
I realize the scary truth: I am more 
qualified to be the vice president than 
Sarah Palin. That sounds crazy, a 
teenager being more qualified to lead 
than one of the actual choices. But I 
kid you not my friends, I kid you not. 
Pll explain. 

Palin was unable to answer many 


a  h — 


There is a real chance that he [McCain] 
could die in office, leaving a simple 
minded wolf hunter in charge. 


¢ 


ed) seem to get caught up in the 
pointing and laughing at this woeful- 
ly unqualified, passive aggressive, 
uncultured “hockey mom,” trying to 
speak on issues she knows nothing 
about. But what we often fail to 
remember, is that this is real. She 
has a serious chance of becoming the 
second in command for the most 
powerful nation in the world. And 
with John McCain’s age and past ill- 


extremely simple questions that the 
average citizen should know, or 
should at least be able to find out 
quickly. Let’s start with the comi- 
cally basic. In late July, mere weeks 
before McCain chose her as his run- 
ning mate, she was being interviewed 
on CNBC, and the possibility of her 
being chosen as the V.P. candidate 
came up. Her response was: “As for 
that V.P. talk all the time, I’Il tell you, 


I still can’t answer that question until 
somebody answers for me what is it 
exactly that the V.P. does every day?” 
Sadly, that is not a joke. If she want- 
ed to know what the vice president 
did, she could have done a simple 
search using Google and found out 
something I’ve known ‘for years. 
The vice president is the president of 
the Senate, breaks tie votes in the 
Senate, is a close advisor to the 
president and is ready to take over if 
the president is killed or unable to 
perform his/her duties. 

She cites the following as her 
experiences with the world/other cul- 
tures: Living in a state that is 40 
miles from insignificant Russian 
islands, and shares a border with 
Canada. Now first off, Juneau, 
Alaska is actually farther from 
Moscow (Russia’s capital where the 
country’s decisions are made) than 
Bangor, Maine. And living next to 
Canada doesn’t really give you any 
experience, unless you go there, and 
experience it. She has been to neither 
of the nations that the state is close 
to, nor a single other foreign country 
for that matter. She got her first pass- 
port in 2007. 

I, on the other hand, have had a 
passport since the year I could legal- 
ly get one, and have been around the 
country, and around the world. I’ve 
been around the Northeast and the 
South on many different occasions. I 
drove to Canada for about a week, 


Marijuana reform on ballot 


The decriminilization 


of marijuana would 
be beneficial 


By RYAN JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


If you met 
the Oct. 215 
) deadline to reg- 
ister to vote, 
then on Nov. 4 
you will have 


exercise _ this 
|) privilege and be 
Sheard 

However, what 
some people tend to forget is that 
there are more items to vote for 
other than the presidential candi- 
dates. An extremely important item 
on this ballot will be question 2. 

If question 2 is passed, it will 
‘motion for the decriminalization of 
those in possession of up to an 
ounce of marijuana. Those over 18 
caught with up to an ounce will 
have to forfeit the substance and pay 
a $100 fine. Anyone under 18 
caught with up to an ounce will also 
have to forfeit the substance and pay 
$100 fine, but in addition, they will 
have to attend a yearlong drug 
awareness program. More impor- 
tantly, those caught in possession of 
the drug will not be charged with a 
criminal offense, and it will not be 
put on their record. 

Steven Epstein, a lawyer from 
Georgetown, said in an interview 


athe chance to_ 


with the Boston Globe, “Offenders 
are labeled as criminals for doing 
something that over half of us have 
done at least once in our lifetimes.” 

This law can create huge barri- 
ers to getting a job, loans, and stu- 
dent housing. 

It is completely necessary at this 
point and time, given the deplorable 
state of our economy, to pass this 
question. Last year, Massachusetts 
alone spent $29.5 million dollars to 
enforce the current marijuana laws. 
People caught with as little as a 
joint have been subjected to ridicu- 
lously harsh terms such as up to a 
year on probation, random drug 
testing, awareness programs, etc. A 
lot of money spent on these sanc- 


fighting for decades. Enforcement 
of this law, which has already 
proven itself successful in 11 other 
states, is crucial for our economy 
right now, and it would be a smart 
move on our part to vote yes. 

Voters in opposition to this 
question have argued that it will be 
a step in the wrong direction. Other 
concerns are that the drug will 
become more accessible, but truth 
be told, people can get their hands 
on it relatively easily if they want 
to, and it is doubtful that will 
change. People are also saying that 
it sends the wrong message to kids, 
that by passing this law we’re say- 
ing its OK and it isn’t that bad. But 
how bad is the drug truthfully? 


Offenders are labeled as criminals for 


doing something that over half of us 
have done at least once in our lifetimes. 


-Steven Epstein 


tions is coming from our pockets, 
and for what? As soon as that given 
person is off probation it is an 
almost guaranteed thing they’re just 
going to go grab a bag and get high 
the second they can. How smart of 
an investment is that for us to make? 

By passing this question we will 
not only be able to save millions and 
millions of dollars that we desper- 
ately need, but it will generate rev- 
enue that can be put towards more 
essential and relevant issues, not the 
endless war on pot people have been 


Cigarettes kills an estimated 
400,000 people a year in the United 
States, alcohol kills an estimated 
100,000 a year; there has never been 
one recorded death in the United 
States due to marijuana. So this 
begs the question, why, if after a 
long day at the office, can a busi- 
nessman: light up a cigarette and 
knock back some scotch, but an 
equally hard working person can’t 
smoke a joint to unwind after 10 
hours at some hard labor job? 
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Iam more qualified to run for office 


Ryan McBride photo 


Despite her popularity, Sarah Palin isn’t ready to lead. 


staying in Toronto in a hostel. And, 
I’ve been to Europe a number of 
times, to Israel and Bulgaria 13 years 
ago, all around the Czech Republic 
eight years ago and six years ago, and 
this summer I went to the Czech 
Republic again for three weeks, stay- 
ing in a small town with friends most 
of the time, and another friend’s flat 
in Prague for a few nights. 

When asked what newspapers 
she reads, she revealed that she does- 
n’t read any newspaper more than 
once in a great while, saying, “All of 
them,” when Katie Couric pressed 


the matter. I can say that I frequent- 
ly read many different news sources, 
not on paper necessarily, but I read 
articles from the New York Times, 
The Boston Globe, Associated Press 
releases and a host of other sources 
that I read from time to time (many of 
which I could name if pressed on the 
issue.) 

All of this adds up to the big 
question: am I more qualified to be 
the vice president than Sarah Palin? I 
think I’ve provided enough evidence 
to show that, sadly, yes, yes I am. 


Get informed and go 
exercise your right to vote 


More young 
Americans need to 


learn and vote 
By NATASHA MEJIA 


Contributing Reporter 
With the 
presidential 
election right 


around the cor- 
ner, hopes. for 
the vote of the 
youth are still 
high, although 
Masa en. y 
Americans 
remain skeptical 
about teen vot- 
ing. 

Polls have shown that the majori- 
ty of people who vote for president 
are white and over 50 years old. 
People eligible to vote aged 18-24 are’ 
one of the groups that vote the least, 
preceded by citizens over 75 years 
old. 

“Tt is important for the youth to 
vote because even though at the age 
of 18 you may not think that it matters 
who your president is or who you vote 
for, but in reality your decision will 
effect you and your relative’s lives 
now and in the future,” said Alexia 
Papadopoulos, an NECC student. 

Many students agree that it is vital 
for the youth to get involved in this 
election, as it may be the most contro- 
versial one we will see in our lifetime. 

Recently NECC held an event in 
the Spurk building where students 
could register to vote for the upcom- 
ing presidential election. Many stu- 
dents fook advantage of this opportu- 
nity, while others ignored the adults 


urging the students to register to vote. 
Though efforts are being made, many 
young and eligible voters have yet to 
register to vote, or perhaps don’t even 
plan on voting. 

“T think that it is important that us 
teens vote because it is our future that 
is out there and it is our lives that are 
going to be affected by who is chosen 
to be President,” said Lianna 
Olmstead, an NECC student. 

This year’s presidential election is 
sure to be marked in history, with an 
African American man, Barack 
Obama, running for the Democratic 
party against a white man, John 
McCain, something that has never 
occurred before. To make this election 
all the more interesting, a woman has 
been elected to be vice president for 
the Republican Party, that is if 
McCain wins the presidency. 

Some teens may feel uniformed 
about the government and of how this 
country is ruled, and for that reason 
do not get involved in the voting 
process. A bit of research will take 
care of this situation, so I feel that 
there is no excuse for not voting, of 
course if you are eligible. 

“T say they should [vote] because 
the younger generation is going to be 
in trouble in the future unless they 
start becoming more involved in the 
government around them,” said 
Oliver Santana in regards to teen vot- 
ing. 
Only time will tell if the youth of 
America has decided to have more 
involvement with the presidential 
election this year. With that said, 
make sure you do your part and vote 
for your desired candidate, not for 
your friends or family, but for you. 
Your vote counts and will make a dif- 
ference. Only you decide your future 
so make the right decision and regis- 
ter to vote before it is too late. 


AT tte Swen we 
fa. 


ee 


Habitat for Humanity 
rebuilding Lawrence 


NECC students join 


Habitat for Humanity 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


When Rita Almanzar and Antonio Villa move 
into their first house they will remember the 
NECC students who helped them build it every 
time they look around their home. 

“You see everyone in the walls, in every sin- 
gle piece of the house you remember the people 
who helped you work on it,” Antonio Villa said. 

Twenty-five NECC students and three faculty 
members volunteered for Habitat for Humanity in 
Lawrence on Oct. 4 where they built the walls of 
the house on Market Street that the Almanzar and 
Villa family will someday occupy. 

The site where the students volunteered, 
Habitat for Humanity's Market Common project, 
was the scene of a massive fire back in January 
that destroyed three Habitat for Humanity homes 
under construction. The damage from the fire can 
still be seen in the neighboring area, but the 
Habitat for Humanity homes are being rebuilt 
thanks to the efforts of volunteers. 

The students worked with hammers, ladders, 
saws and rakes but all they were told to bring was 
a positive attitude and willingness to work. 

The students worked on framing the house. 
They built and put up walls. They also worked on 
leveling the ground surface around the house. 

The house is still months away from comple- 
tion but thanks in part to the hard work of the stu- 
dents the house has begun to take shape and is one 
step closer to becoming a home. 

This volunteer day reflected the growing 
trend of service leaming at NECC, which could 
soon become part of the college's curriculum. 

Behavioral Sciences Professor Cj Crivaro, 
who organized the service day, has been requiring 
community service as part of her introductory 
classes for the last 15 years and would like to 
someday see it as part of the college curriculum. 

“T really feel like every person has the obliga- 
tion to give back to the community,” Crivaro said. 

“T think volunteering is important for every 
student not because it looks good on a transcript 
or someone's making you do it, it's so good for 
you as a person to get outside your own needs and 
wants and give back,” Crivaro said. 

Professor Linda Desjardins, who along with 
Professor Paul Saint-Amand were the other facul- 
ty members who volunteered, also agreed on the 
importance of incorporating service learning into 
the curriculum at the college. 

“We're Northern Essex Community College, 
community means a lot more than educating our 
students. I think it's important that people under- 
stand we're all in this together,” Desjardins said. 

Both Crivaro and Desjardins acknowledged 
that students sometimes need the encouragement 
and motivation to get involved in community 
service, and once they do, they're hooked. 

“| prefer that people do it because they want 
to, but first they have to experience it to see what 
it's all about and see the need for it. The students 
get the reward from volunteering,” Desjardins 
said. 

Student Bill Casey was an example of some- 
one who at first was required to volunteer for a 
class but then later chose to volunteer at this serv- 
ice day on his own. 

“T did it last semester as part of a class I took 


CAMPUS BRIEFS 


Student Senate Office Hours 

The Student Senate office in B108 is apen 
to any student looking to meet with a student 
senator. The senators are in the office as a 
resource for students to help them with any 


questions and problems they might have con- , 


cerning the college. Senators are in the office 
throughout the week and specific office hours 
are posted on the door. For more information 
contact the senate office at 978-556-3739. 


Halloween Celebration 
The Student Engagement Center will be 


with Cj and met a lot of cool people and had a lot 
of fun. I came back this year just to do it for fun. 
It's good to know I did something for the commu- 
nity,” Casey said. 

Students in Desjardins’ public speaking class- 
es were offered bonus points on their grade if they 
participated in a community service project and 
used their experiences as the basis for a speech. 

Ken Fillebrown, a student in one of 
Desjardins' classes, chose to participate in the 
Habitat for Humanity volunteer opportunity after 
he heard about it in class. 

“I didn't care about the bonus points, I heard 
of that later, I did it strictly because I wanted to 
help. The bonus points, if I get them, are just a 
bonus,” Fillebrown said. 

However, Fillebrown does not agree that stu- 
dents should be required to do community serv- 
ice. 

“T don't think it should be required because if 
your heart isn't into it you'll do a half-ass job,” 
Fillebrown said. 

“T think community service should be for 
those who will put their whole heart into it and 
who will do a good job because they want to be 
here doing it,” Fillebrown said. 

Only about half the students who volunteered 
at this service day were there because it was a 
requirement for a class. A lot of them were repeats 
who had volunteered before and were there 
because they chose to do it, according to Crivaro. 

NECC's newly released Academic Master 
Plan mentions the college's need for growth and 
improvement in the area of service learning and 
community involvement. 

One of the college's goals over the next three 
years is to increase service learning and volun- 
teerism at NECC, according to the Academic 
Master Plan. 

The college hopes to accomplish this by pro- 
viding more service learning courses and giving 
students and faculty more opportunities to 
become involved in the community at large by 
experiencing service learning and volunteerism in 
and out of the classroom. 

An important part of this goal is for the col- 
lege to encourage and support service learning 
curriculum development and provide service 
learning professional development opportunities 
for faculty and staff, as outlined in the Academic 
Master Plan. 

According to Professor Crivaro such faculty 
support is critical to the success of any potential 
service learning curriculum. 

“Tt shouldn't be required if faculty are not 
behind it; If the faculty can't commit to do the 
work they're asking the students to do it shouldn't 
be a requirement. The faculty need to be willing to 
do it too,” Crivaro said. 

The faculty members who volunteered along- 
side the students at this service day did it as much 
for the benefit of supporting the students as for the 
benefit of the community. 

“Paul, Linda and I were role modeling for the 
students. It's important we do it to show them that 
we're out there doing it with them, so it's not just 
something we're telling them to do, ’Crivaro said. 

Professor Crivaro is planning another service 
day volunteer opportunity for next semester. 

Whatever the motivation was behind the vol- 
unteers who participated in the Habitat for 
Humanity service day the end result was that they 
helped a family get one step closer to realizing 
their dream of living in their own home. 

“We appreciate it so much, it's unbelievable,” 
the home's owner Rita Almanzar said. 


sponsoring a Dia de los Muertos (Day of the 
Dead) Halloween party “when the spirits of 
the dead revisit” on Wednesday Oct. 29 
from 1] a.m. to | p.m. in Haverhill at the 
Sport and Fitness Center and on Friday Oct. 


‘31 from 12 to 1 p.m. in Lawrence. There 


will be games, treats and prizes will be 
awarded for the best costumes. For more 
information contact the Student 
Engagement Center at 978-556-3731. 


Does your campus organization or office 
have something to announce in Campus 
Briefs? Please e-mail information to observ- 


er@necc.mass.edu. Be sure to include “cam- 
pus news brief” in the subject line. 


Plan to continue 

our education? 

ou owe it to yourself to. 
consider Rivier College. 


Undergraduate day and evening 
programs, small classes, great facilities 
and a convenient location —Rivier has 
everything you need to reach your 
personal and professional goals. 


Ready to continue full time? 

Check out our day programs. 

Choose from more than 30 undergraduate majors 
including art, biology, business, communications, 
criminal justice, education, English, finance, international 
studies, marketing, mathematics, modern languages, 
nursing, psychology, sociology and more. You'll get 
hands-on experience and become part of a close-knit 
campus community. 


Need to work? Consider our evening programs. 
Take advantage of flexible programs in business, 
computer science, communications, education, nursing 
and psychology. Hybrid, online, evening and weekend 
classes fit your busy schedule. You'll take on real-world 
assignments and learn from classmates who are working 
professionals, as well as from Rivier’s first-rate faculty. 


Want to learn more? Visit www.rivier.edu or call 
1-800-447-4843 to speak with an admissions counselor, 
schedule a campus tour, or register for an Open House 
or Info Session. 


Rivier is a Catholic, co-educational 
institution in Nashua, New 
Hampshire. We've been helping 
students start their futures off 
right for 75 years. See what we 
can do for you. 


Rivier 
at @ I Be Oh FX Es = 


420 South Main Street ¢ Nashua, NH 03060 
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College clears teacher 
in Palin essay flap 


DENVER- A college English 
instructor's assignment to write an 
essay on whether Republican vice 
presidential candidate Sarah Palin 
is living a fairy tale has been 
cleared of wrongdoing. 

Metropolitan State College of 
Denver probed the assignment by 
Andrew Hallam after some stu- 
dents complained it was political- 
ly biased. 

Hallam's class was reading 
“Sleeping Beauty” and the assign- 
ment was to consider Palin's 
speech at the Republican National 
Convention. The speech was 
based on Palin's life and the 
assignment was to discuss whether 
the nominee is living a fairy tale. 

An internal investigation 
found the assignment didn't 
require students to undermine 
Palin. The inquiry concluded stu- 
dents didn't feel personally belit- 
tled or insulted by Hallam. 


‘Moby-Dick’ starts 
legal battle 


BOSTON- The battle over 
whether to name “Moby-Dick” the 
official book of Massachusetts was 

' almost as intense as the deadly con- 
frontation between Capt. Ahab's 
crew and the elusive white whale. 

The state House’ of 
Representatives recently passed a 
bill naming Herman Melville's clas- 
sic the official “epic novel” of 
Massachusetts after some lawmak- 
ers wondered whether it should be 
named the official book, given the 
state's rich literary history. 

Rep. Cory Atkins tells The 
Boston Globe she questioned why 
Melville should get the honor and 
not Nathaniel Hawthorne or Louisa 
May Alcott. 

Rep. Christopher Speranzo 
sponsored the bill at the urging of 
elementary school students in his 
Berkshires district. Melville wrote 
the book in Pittsfield. 

The bill needs to pass the Senate 
and get the govemor’s signature. 


Young voter turnout 


expected to surge 
WASHINGTON - After back- 

ing the candidates on Facebook, 

"tweeting" about the issues and 


posting their analyses on 
YouTube, a record number of 
young people are expected to vote 
in November. 

Between 1972, the first elec- 
tion when 18-year-olds were 
allowed to vote, and 2000, turnout 
among those 18 to 24 declined by 
16 percentage points. But 2004 
signaled a change, with an 11 per- 
cent increase in youth voting. 

That uptick continued during 
this year’s presidential primary 
campaign, with more than 6.5 mil- 
lion young people participating, 
according to statistics from the 
Center for Information and 
Research on Civic Learning and 
Engagement, or CIRCLE. 


Shuttle problems persist 


Continued from Page | 


Some regular shuttle bus riders like 
Manuel Bejaran think that NECC 
should just rent another shuttle bus. 

“J don’t think it would really be 
that expensive, and if it was then they 
could rent one. As a student, it’s very 
infuriating for me to be late to class 
only because the school refuses to pay 


= for an additional shuttle bus,” Bejaran 


said. 

Other students such as Josh Welch 
think that NECC should get a new 
shuttle bus regardless of cost. 

“T believe if people are getting to 
class late, then there’s no point in hav- 
ing shuttle buses. Shuttle buses are 
meant to get students to class on time. 
They should really get a new shuttle 
bus regardless of cost, because educa- 
tion should always be the priority in a 
college,” Welch said. 

Another regular shuttle bus rider, 
Marcus Swift, believes they should 
charge students on a monthly basis to 
ride the shuttle bus. 

“Tn order to afford a new bus, they 
should just charge each student who 
rides the shuttle at least $5 a month. 
That way there will be enough money 
to get a new shuttle bus,” Swift said. 

One of the reasons for this semes- 
ter’s overcrowding is that the new shut- 
tle buses have less passenger capacity 
than the shuttle buses from last semes- 
ter. This is because they are provided 
by a different company and also for 
legal reasons. 

Last semester NECC had a shuttle 
bus contract with Eagle Security, which 
provided larger buses as well as securi- 
ty for the college. The college put out 


a new shuttle bus contract request over 
the summer and decided to award the 
new contract to Merrimack Valley 
Security, which was the lowest cost 
bidder. 

The college currently uses 12 pas- 
senger vans provided by Merrimack 
Valley Security, and according to Wolfe 
the vans cannot exceed 12 passenger 
capacity. 

“This year we’re using smaller 
vans and that’s due to legal constraints 
in that we are no longer allowed to have 
the larger vans, per our legal counsel,” 
Wolfe said. 

According to Wolfe the college 
does not use 15 passenger vans because 
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration has issued repeated 
safety warnings specifically about 15 
passenger vans because of their high 


‘propensity to rollover if overloaded. 


The college was able to use the 
larger 15 passenger shuttle vans when 
they had Eagle Security providing the 
shuttle services. Under the new con- 
tract Merrimack Valley Security has to 
comply with the college’s new regula- 
tion regarding van size. 

Students such as Eric Lombari 
believe that the shuttle buses should be 
able to accommodate everyone. 

“T definitely think it’s unfair to stu- 
dents who don’t have any other options 
of transportation other than the shuttle 
bus. I believe the shuttle bus should be 
able to accommodate everyone, there- 
fore we need larger buses that could 
accommodate more than 12 passen- 
gers,” Lombari said. 

The Student Senate formed a sub- 
committee to address issues concerning 
the shuttle. 


“T think this is an issue Student 
Senate should take care of immediate- 
ly; We want to be the voice of the stu- 
dents, it’s our priority too, the Student 
Senate needs to do something to reme- 
dy this,” Vice President of the Student 
Senate Babak Alian said. 

The senate urged students to sub- 
mit suggestions and complaints to 
Linda Hudson, the administrative assis- 
tant for facilities and grounds and the 
designated point of contact regarding 
shuttle issues, at 
thudson@necc.mass.edu. 

Despite there not being a cost- 
effective solution at this time for the 
shuttle bus issue there are some notice- 
able trends as well possible solutions 
for next semester. 

Most of the full bus trips occur in 
the morning, starting at 8 a.m., when 
most students have to get to campus for 
their classes. When the afternoon hits 
there are rarely any full bus trips, with 
some trips filling only half of the shut- 
tle bus capacity, according to shuttle 
bus usage reports. 

“During the first couple of weeks 
of class we really did have a capacity 
issue from early in the moming, espe- 
cially going out of Lawrence, what I 
think we’re seeing now is students kind 
of sorting themselves out,” Wolfe said. 

According to the shuttle bus usage 
reports the overcrowding of the shuttle 
buses occured mainly in the first three 
to four weeks of the semester. 

“Observing these trends, we are 
discussing whether or not we should 
rent a shuttle bus for the first four 
weeks of the next semester, where most 
of the crowding is expected,” Wolfe 
said. 


Parnassus’ future unknown 


By BRITTANY ANZALONE 
Contributing Reporter 


The artistic works of several cre- 
ative minded students of NECC’s 
“Pamassus” literary magazine were 
recently rewarded with a second place 
win in the Eastern Division of the 
Community College Humanities 
Association competition. However, 
with this victory comes trouble on the 
home front with future publications 
being in jeopardy of a possible budget 
crunch. This issue would directly affect 
further improvements to the maga- 
zine’s overall quality. 

43 years after its first issue was 
released, “Parnassus” has already 
proved to have staying power and con- 
tinues to thrive with the help of an 
organized student staff under the guid- 
ance of Professor Patrick Lochelt of the 
English department. The staff’s latest 
attempt at perfecting the magazine in a 
more modernized fashion can be seen 
in its latest issue which contains better 
quality paper and images in full color. 
But with a possible strain in the budget, 
staff members will only be left with 
half of the money they were accus- 
tomed to using which would therefore 
put an end to any further improvement 
in issues to come. 

The initial decision for “Parnassus” 
to be switched from a fall/spring publi- 
cation to a yearly publication seemed 
beneficial to the staff who assumed 


they would have double the funding to 
put toward improvements. However, 
this plan seems to have taken a back- 
wards turn. 

Professor Lochelt expressed his 
concern by saying, “If our budget is cut 
so severely, the 08/09 “Parnassus” 
might not come remotely close to the 
standard our most recent issue set.” 

Named after the mountain where 
Greek muses formed creative artistry 
and inspired others, “Parnassus” is 
openly accepting to a variety of cre- 
ative writing forms including: short fic- 
tion, poetry and non-fiction as well as 
visual arts consisting of photography 
and drawings. Students who are unfa- 
miliar with the magazine or have never 
showcased their creative abilities may 
have ‘an incentive due to cash prizes 
being offered for the best work in dif- 
ferent categories each semester. 
“Parnassus” is open to students 
expressing themselves without feeling 
the stress of being judged or graded on 
their assignments. There are also 
behind the scenes opportunities avail- 
able for anyone interested in becoming 
a member of the staff. 

Individuals interested in submit- 
ting work to “Parnassus” have until 
Dec. 1, to place it inside the submission 
box outside of room C314 in the Spurk 
building. 

In addition to their goals on cam- 
pus staff members also see long term 


-goals that would propel “Parnassus” 


forward to a larger audience outside of 


its current realm. The most recent pub- 
lication of this magazine has already 
been submitted to two nationwide com- 
petitions, one being the Community 
College Humanities Association where 
“Parnassus” won second place in the 
Eastern Division. Having won an 
award at this competition brings further 
recognition to the works inside the 
issue. 

Professor Lochelt sees potential in 
the magazine by stating, “I am very 
hopeful that “Parnassus” will be recog- 
nized in some way, as the staff and con- 
tributors all did an amazing job.” 

For now, eager readers can obtain a 
free copy of “Parnassus” in the main 
entryway of the Spurk building. 
Donations are also being accepted to 
help protect the future of this creative 
arena. 

“The priority we’ve had over these 
last few issues is to really change per- 
ceptions about “Pamassus” as a book 
that students would be proud to be pub- 
lished in and be involved with, and to 
make it something that hopefully stu- 
dents and staff alike look forward to 
seeing published each year.” says 
Professor Lochelt. As long as that goal 
has been reached, staff members feel as 
though their work is complete no mat- 
ter what the outcome of “Pamassus” 
may be. 

The next issue of “Parnassus,” 
improved or not, will hit NECC news- 
stands in May 2009. 


Another power outage on campus 


iy, 


With the help of Eagle Security 
this security log has been released to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring the assistance of 
Eagle Security on campus in 
Haverhill and Lawrence. The log 
covers events from both Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses from Sept. 
29 to Oct. 17. 


Sept. 29- A staff worker fell on 
uneven pavement outside the E 
building. 

Oct. 9- A car accident occurred 
in lot 4. 

Oct. 11- A power outage was 
reported at Lawrence campus. 

Oct. 15- An alarm was set off by 
a student at Lawrence campus. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 


Catholic women 
march in Rome 


ROME- Catholic women 
seeking to become priests 
denounced the church's ban on 
female ordination as sexist and 
unjust, bringing their campaign 
to the Vatican on Wednesday dur- 
ing a worldwide gathering of 
bishops. 

The small group of women 
representing Catholic organiza- 
tions from around the world 
marched across the Tiber River 
close to St. Peter's Square. 

“Ordain Women! Ordain 
Women!” the woman chanted. 

But the Vatican is not likely 
to drop its long-standing prohibi- 
tion on women in the priesthood. 

In May, the Vatican insisted 
that it is properly following 
Christian tradition by excluding 
women from the priesthood“and 
issued a new warning that women 
taking part in ordinations will be 
excommunicated. 

“The exclusion of women 
from the priesthood is a grave 
injustice in our church ... (and) a 
blatant example of sexism,” 
Aisha Taylor, the executive direc- 
tor of the Women's Ordination 
Conference in the United States, 
told reporters in Rome. “Even 
though leaders have come out 
saying no, and it's over and over 
again, I do believe that cannot 
continue for too many decades.” 


Polls in eight countries 


show support for 
Obama 


LONDON- If the world 
. beyond America's shores had a 

say, it seems clear that U.S. 
Sen. Barack Obama would win 
the presidential election by 
something approaching a land- 
slide. 

That is the key finding of a 
coordinated series of newspa- 
per polls conducted in eight 
countries and published Friday 
in Britain's Guardian and other 
papers. 

It is no surprise Obama is 
popular in Europe, that was 
clear when he drew tumultuous 
crowds to his open-air speech 
in Berlin this Summer, but the 
scope of the lead suggested by 
the polls is startling. 

Julian Glover, The 
Guardian's polls reporter, said 
widespread unhappiness over 
the policies of U.S. President 
George W. Bush has spilled 
over to color the public's view 
of McCain. 

“The results tell you there 
is a really strong global desire 
for change in America, at least 
in the countries where we 
polled,” Glover said. “There's 
not a lot of support for McCain 
anywhere.” 
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Learning history through adventure 


Local brothers study 
history from urban 


exploration 


By JAY RYAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Two locals explore urban myster- 
ies and keep history alive. Founders 
of the Institute of Urban 
Speleological Studies and 
Archeology, Robert Donnabhain, 28, 
and Michael “Nefarious” 
Donnabhain, 23, of Haverhill have 
been urban explorers for five years, 
venturing into long-abandoned 
dwellings in hopes to gain glimpses 
of the past. Interested in history and 
historical places, Robert will often 
study a place before visiting it. 

“T like to research a place before 
I explore it,” he said. 

When asked his reason for 
trekking into the unknown, Michael 
stated he does so “to preserve history 
through pictures.” He then chuckled 
slightly and added, “Plus it's a little 
exciting to be where you may not 
suppose to be.” 

Under the Pacific Mills building 
in Lawrence, deep in its basement, 
the Donnabhain brothers quickly got 
down to business showing their 


You want to 
transfer to a 
college that fits. 


At Merrimack 
College, we 


Merrimack College seis scons 


expertise, documenting and taking 
pictures, the flash from the camera 
illuminating the inky darkness for a 
mere moment. The myriad tunnels of 
the basement gave off the impression 
of an old mine. Dusty carts held 
crumbling material, one looking to be 
full of what appeared to be coal. 

Back among the bright surface 
the surrounding architecture only 
vaguely hinted at what lay below. On 
a nearby building the brothers 
showed a marker that conveyed the 
extent of the Flood of 1936. The 
flood, caused by rainfall and melting 
snow, claimed nearly 200 lives and 
over $100 million in damage to New 
Englanders. Painted lines on the 
buildings still visible today indicate 
the power and magnitude of the 
flood, at some points submerging 
doors that were nearly seven feet tall. 
Robert told of pictures he had seen in 
local restaurants that had relayed the 
massive size of the flood. 

“They showed people row boat- 
ing around downtown Haverhill in 
order to get places.” 

Not only exploring local areas, 
the adventurous duo's intrigue and 
passion has brought them to the 
Luray Caverns in Va., a place filled 
with stalactites and stalagmites. In 
Conn. they witnessed the eerily aban- 
doned “Holy Land,” a religion-ori- 


ented theme park given over to nuns 
and abandoned’ for decades. Also 
visited was Friends Cemetery in 
Leicester, Mass., dubbed “Spider 
Gates” by fascinated sightseers. 
Graves in the Quaker cemetery date 
back as far as the 1700s. They have 
walked among Fort Adams in R.L. 
which was built into the hillside and 
used during the Civil War. The fort 
still has rifle ports which were creat- 
ed in case of an attack. 

Visiting obsolete railroad tun- 
nels, mental asylums, ghost towns, 


exploring 

“Stay Out-Stay Alive” read a sign 
in long-gone Centralia, Pa. This did 
not deter the Donnabhain Duo. In 
1962 while trash was buming in the 
town landfill the natural underground 
coal ignited and has been buming 
ever since. In 1981 the lethal, gas- 
filled landscape had a population of 
1981 and in 2007 recorded only 9. 
Within close proximity was the town 
of Bymesville, now utterly vacant 
due to the treacherous and unpre- 
dictable landscape. Ironically, situat- 


Se SE Se OT 


“Stay Out-Stay Alive” read a sign 
in long-gone Centralia, Pa. This 
did not deter the Donnabhain 


Duo. 


sewers, morgues, autopsy rooms, 
deserted jails, military bases and 
bunkers, the brothers are aware of the 
hazards that are present in such old 
and venerable building _ sites. 
Dangers such as asbestos, rotting 
floors and getting lost are things that 
should be remembered whenever 


Catholic, coeducational college 

Transfer application process and credit approval — both liberal and efficient 
Academic and need-based scholarships available 
Transfer admission for both fall and spring semesters 
Majors offered through Liberal Arts, Science and Engineering, Business 


ed near towns with such names as 
Ashland and Bymesville, Centralia 
still shows lively signs to this day, 
with smoke drifting from the ground 
and occasional flare-ups. 

Safety is also another aspect to 
the fun and thrill of exploration. 
Both Mike and Rob gave insight into 


Housing available to transfer students 


Academic Excellence 


precautionary steps in order to stay 
unharmed and protected. Asbestos 
masks, appropriate clothing, boots, 
flashlights and walkie-talkies or cell 
phones, in case of emergency or sep- 
aration from a party member, are the 
main items one should be equipped 
with. 

“You definitely want to be sure of 
your footing,” Mike explained. 

On Halloween of 2004 he told of 
how he had fallen through two levels 
of unsteady tile flooring in a decrepit 
wing of the Danvers's State Hospital 
for the Mentally Ill. 

“The floors are over 130 years 
old,” he said with a _ shrug. 
“Should've known.” 

The feelings of being where no 
one has been for perhaps decades or 
the aspect of standing in a signifi- 
cant structure of history may be 
enough to outweigh the perils. 
Exploring modern ruins and learn- 
ing something of an earlier age can 
also be done from the safety of your 
home. Visit the Donnabhain's offi- 
cial website at WWW.IUSSA.ORG 
and follow their exploits. They both 
stressed the preservation and 
respect for such relics of the past as 
can be proved through their motto, 
“take only pictures, leave only foot- 
prints.” 


Close to Boston with easy access to the city, beaches, ski resorts 
Cooperative Education, Internships, Study Abroad available to transfer students 


Accounting, Athletic Training, Biology/Biotechnology, Chemistry, 

Civil Engineering, Computer Science/Information Technology, 

Communication Studies, Criminology, Economics, Electrical & Computer 
Engineering, English, Fine Arts/Art and Art History/Digital Media Arts, 
Finance, French, Health Science, History, International Business, 
Management/Sports Management, Marketing, Mathematics, Philosophy, Physics, 
Political Science, Psychology, Religious Studies, Romance Languages, Sociology, 
Spanish, Sports Medicine/ Pre-Physical Therapy/ Strength & Conditioning. 


Come Visit Us! 

e Attend a Transter Student Open House and take a tour 
(see www.merrimack.edu/register ) 

* Schedule a personal visit with our Director of Transfer Admission. 
Call 978-837-5100 for an appointment. 


www.merrimack.edu 


admission @ merrimack.edu 


978-837-5100 
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‘Twilight’ adapted, fans celebrate 


Anticipation grows as 
“Twilight” movie 
premiere approaches 


CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Contributing Reporter 


Days are ticking down until the 
release of Stephanie Meyer's long 
anticipated movie adaption of her hit 
“Twilight.” The movie's release on 
Nov. 21 is something thousands are 
waiting for. 

Since Meyer's announcement on 
her site on July 7, 2007 told fans that 
Summit Entertainment had optioned 
“Twilight,” fans have been marking 
off their calendars, even before a 
release date was set. The announce- 
ment had been met with excitement 
from fans all over the world, and the 
age-old squeal of fan girls quite pos- 
sibly killed a million innocent bats 
with their shriek. Bats; the fans of 
“Twilight” apologize for severely 
depleting your numbers, but it could- 
n't be avoided. Visits to Meyer's site 
grew with each passing day while 
anxious fans waited for the 
announcement of who would be 
playing the main character Isabella 
“Bella” Swan and her vampire love 
Edward Cullen. Bella's actress was 
announced on Noy. 16, 2007 to be 
Kristen Stewart (“Catch That Kid” 
(2004), “Zathura: A Space 
Adventure” (2005) and “Jumper” 
(2008)), followed by Edward's actor 
on December 11, 2007. Robert 
Pattinson's (“Vanity Fair” (2004) and 
“Harry Potter And The Goblet Of 
Fire” (2005)) role as Edward had 
been met with a lot of disappoint- 
ment, many people having had their 
heart set on Steven Strait, everyone's 
favorite heartthrob from “Sky High” 


Ha ha 


More head spinning 


gossip from 
Hollywood land 


By MeErissA LIVERMORE- 


JOHNSON 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Once again 
the world of 
celebrity contin- 
ues to amaze us 
“normal folk” 
that don't live in 
a rich fancy 
house or own 
six cars. So here 
is the latest 
celebrity gossip 
that makes us all 
_ laugh, giggle, maybe even cry or die 
| just a little inside. 

Achmed the Dead Terrorist 
| Banned: Ventriloquist comedian Jeff 
| Dunham's puppet Achmed the Dead 

Terrorist has been banned from South 
| Africa. Achmed's character, whose 
appearance is of the skeleton of a 
dead suicide bomber, was an instant 
hit on Dunham's Comedy Central 
Special “Spark of Insanity” and even 
had a session you can look up on 
youtube.com for a Christmas jingle 
called “Jingle Bombs.” The ban hap- 
pened after a ringtone was released 
that was said to mock Islam. 
Needless to say Dunham's pissed and 
Achmed's probably throwing out 


and “The Covenant.” Fans every- 
where are preparing, whether it be by 
downloading the widget (handy little 
countdown that times the release to 
the exact second) available on 
Meyer's site, to planning with friends 
when and where they are meeting for 
the midnight release. How many 
NECC students will attend the mid- 
night release? The answer to that 
won't be known until later on Nov. 21 
when students and professors can see 
just how many people remained 
unconscious in their beds, dreaming 
of the forbidden love that is Edward 
and Bella, or-the other possibility- 
how many students (and maybe 
teachers) are asleep at their desks, 
dreaming of the same thing. No one 
will be sure until next month. 

Stores and schools are. preparing 
for the release as well. Hot Topic will 
be having a Soundtrack Listening 
Party at each of their stores on Oct. 
24 at 7 p.m. where fans can go and 
listen to the soundtrack that has 
bands like Muse, Paramore, Linkin 
Park and even a song sung by Robert 
Pattinson. Methuen High School is 
also celebrating the release with their 
own “Twilight Week” where they'll 
be holding debates, a costume day, a 
trivia contest, an essay competition 
with an alternate ending to “Breaking 
Dawn” and other events. They hope 
to go see the movie on Nov. 21 said 
Ann Marie Krusell, English 
Department head. The students 
organized the “Twilight Week.” 

The movie's original release date, 
slotted for Dec. 12, was pushed for- 
ward to Nov. 21 when Warner 
Brothers announced that they were 
postponing the release for “Harry 
Potter And The Half Blood Prince” 
until 2009. “Harry Potter” fans 
fumed at the date change while 
“Twilight” fans cheered. Fans of both 


weren't sure which way to go. 

Posts on Meyer's site shed the 
soon-to-be-released movie in a posi- 
tive light, talking about the amazing 
chemistry on set between Stewart 
and Pattinson and the fun they are 
having. ‘ 

“While watching the playback 


Hollywood 


quite a few, “I keel you's.” 

Jessica Simpson, Country 
Royalty: Jessica Simpson has offi- 
cially crossed over to the country- 
side. As if playing Daisy Duke in 
“The Duke's of Hazard” wasn't 
enough to show that she could act 
like a real country “belle,” Simpson 
is celebrating her incredible country 
debut with the release of her new 
album “Do You Know” soaring to 
No. 1 on Billboard's Top Country 
Albums chart and secured the No. 4 
spot on the all-genre Billboard 200 
chart on Sept. 17. 


there season five has started out 
rather well, dramatic, and all warm 
and gooey. Everything from lesbian 
relationships, interns and residents, 
restrictions on specialties and even a 
water pipe leak on the surgical floor. 
The season has started off promising, 
and fans can only hope that it contin- 
ues in the right direction. We can just 
hope there are no more random mar- 
ried attendings, horrible relationship 
hookups and unexpected pregnancies 
(though there are rumors that Rose 
may be pregnant...hmmm). 


Oh the drama. Stay tuned for the next 
issue on more drama, celebrity fights, 
divorces, and just plain headaches. 


Dee Dee Warwick passes away: 
Dee Dee Warwick, a soul singer who 
won recognition for both her solo 
work and her performances with her 
older sister Dionne Warwick, has 
died. She was 63. Warwick was a 
two-time Grammy Award nominee, 
and had several hits on the soul and 
R&B charts in the 1960s and 70s, 
including "Foolish Fool," "She Didn't 
Know (She Kept on Talking)" and a 
version of "I'm Gonna Make You 
Love Me" that was later covered by 
Diana Ross and The Supremes. 

Grey's Anatomy Back With a 
Bang: For all of those Grey's fans out 


Madonna Getting Divorced: 
Details of the divorce settlement are 
yet to be finalized. Gwyneth Paltrow 
is helping her friend Madonna 
through the breakup of her marriage. 
The actress told reporters that she's 
supporting the pop star following 
Wednesday's announcement that 
she's separated from filmmaker-hus- 
band Guy Ritchie. Ritchie and 
Madonna were married in 2000, have 
two children, Rocco, 8, and David 
Banda, 3, who was adopted in 
Malawi in 2006, plus Lourdes, 
Madonna's daughter from a previous 
marriage. 


from a very intense scene with Bella 
and Edward, the girl next to me liter- 
ally slid right out of her chair-I think 
her bones melted. She also may have 
stopped breathing for a few seconds, 
too. I know I did,” Meyer's said in a 
post on April 16 when she updated 
fans on the movie with a few “fun 


Curtosy of Collider.com photo 
The beautiful cast of vampires and humans for the adaptation of Stephanie Meyer’s Twilight. Bella Swan 
and Edward Cullen (front) Emmett and Rosalie Cullen (middle) and Alice and Jasper Cullen (back) 


facts from the set.” 

So as that ever helpful widget 
continues to count down the days, 
fans grow more excited with each 
passing second. Fans would like to 
apologize in advance to the bats that 
will be losing many loved ones when 
“Twilight” finally premieres. 


And the Emmy 
awards go to... 


for those who missed 
the Emmy 5; the win- 


ners are... 


By MErISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Usually the Emmy aftermath is 
who was with whom on the red car- 
pet, who was worst dressed, who was 
best dressed, and who was trashed. I 
think the original reason for the 
Emmy's was to celebrate a job well 
done, and for those of you who 
missed the great celebrity extravagan- 
za, here are the big winners of the 
evening. 

Best Drama Series: ‘Mad Men' 

Best Comedy Series: '30 Rock’ 


Best Dramatic Actor: Brian 
Cranston (‘Breaking Bad’) 

Best Comedy Actor: Alec 
Baldwin ('30 Rock’) 

Best Drama Actress: Glenn Close 
(‘Damages’) 


Best Comedy Actress: Tina Fey 
('30 Rock’) 

Best Supporting Actor in a Drama 
Series: Zeljko Ivanek ("Damages') 

Best Supporting Actress in a 
Drama Series: Dianne Weist (‘In 
Treatment’) 

Best Supporting Actor in a 
Comedy Series: Jeremy Piven 


(‘Entourage’) 

Best Supporting Actress in a 
Comedy Series: Jean Smart 
(‘Samantha Who?’) 


BestReality-Competition 
Program: 'The Amazing Race! 

Best Host for a Reality or Reality- 
Competition Program: Jeff Probst 

Best Made for Television Movie: 
‘Recount’ 

Best Variety, Music or Comedy 
Series:'The Daily Show With Jon 
Stewart’ 

Best Miniseries: 'John Adams' 

Best Lead Actress, Miniseries or 
Movie: Laura Linney 

Best Lead Actor, Miniseries or 
Movie: Paul Giamatti 


Best Supporting Actress, 
Miniseries or Movie: Eileen Atkins 
Best Supporting Actor, 


Miniseries or Movie: Tom Wilkinson 

Best Directing, Drama Series: 
Greg Yaitanes, 'House' 

Best Directing, Comedy Series: 
Barry Sonnenfeld, 'Pushing Daisies' 

Best Directing, Miniseries, 
Movie Or A Dramatic Special: Jay 
Roach, ‘Recount’ 

Best Directing, Variety, Music Or 
Comedy Program: Louis J. Horvitz, 
"80th Annual Academy Awards’ 

Best Individual Performance In A 
Variety Or Music Program: Don 
Rickles 

Best Writing, Comedy Series: 
Tina Fey, '30 Rock' 

Best Writing, Drama Series: 
Matthew Weiner, ‘Mad Men' 

Best Writing, Miniseries, Movie 
Or A Dramatic Special: Kirk Ellis, 
‘John Adams’ 

Best Writing, Variety, Music Or 
Comedy Program: ‘The Colbert 
Report’ 
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Weezer 8 first U.S. 
performance shows 
promise in future 
MADELYN MCGRAVEY 


Contributing Reporter 
Weezer 
rocked the 
Tsongas Arena 
on Sept. 23 in 
Loew el ll: 


Sporting white 
jumpsuits and 
their charismat- 
ic charm, they 
sang their first 
song "Dope 
Nose" with 
more intensity than ever. Compared 
to their last concert, which was three 
years ago, they seemed much more 
secure on the stage. Rivers Cuonio, 
the lead singer of the band, was more 
gregarious than ever. When singing 


Thrash metal 


Reviews of thrash 


metal: past, present 
and future 
By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions editor 
peas =6Thrash 
y . seta: past, 
present and 
future. 


It's a pretty 
good time to be 
a metal fan, 
+ thrash metal in 
particular. For 
; those unaware 
thrash is the unholy merging of the 
intricacy and technicality of metal 
with the speed and aggression of 
punk. September brought us two fine 
releases from genre pioneers 
Metallica and young guns Trivium, 
“Death Magnetic” and “Shogun” 
respectively. 

The style blossomed in the in the 
80s and was thought dead as soon as 
the 90s rolled around, a statement I 
would gladly challenge and debate 
with anybody versed in metal. 
Thrash metal never went away, dur- 
ing the 90s we had Sepultura and 
Pantera and the millennium was no 
exception as it brought us bands like 
Shadows Fall and Lamb of God. 

First things first, Metallica's new 
album “Death Magnetic” is their 
return to form. For those who were 


expecting a reworking of their 1985 - 


classic “Master of Puppets” sorry to 
disappoint, but this isn't it. It's some- 
thing better than simply rehashing 
music from the past, it's more like the 
missing link between the prog-thrash 
assault of 1988's “...And Justice for 
All” and the more streamlined 
melodic sound of 1991's “Metallica.” 

At first I wasn't sure if Metallica 
was able to recapture the controlled 
chaos of their glory days after 17 


Arts & Entertainment 


Weezer rocks Tsongas Arena 


"I am the Greatest Man That Ever 
Lived,” he was waiving his arms up 
high, back and forth, like a rapper. 
This was their first stop on their U.S. 
American tour. Cuomo had a mysti- 
cal flow about him which I have 
never seen before, almost like he 
owned the stage. Weezer played at 
least 20 songs, which was much more 
than in past concerts. Cuomo also 
took some breaks from singing to let 
his fellow band mates have the stage. 

The band Weezer was founded 
Feb 14, 1992 by Rivers Cuomo, 
Jason Cropper, Matt Sharp and Pat 
Wilson. The band didn't have much 


‘success at first but after 16 months 


they signed a record agreement with 
Geffen. The band moved to New 
York and recorded their first album 
produced by Rick Ocasek (The Cars). 
While Weezer was recording their 
first album, Jason Cropper left the 
band to tend to his pregnant future 
wife. Shortly after Jason was 
replaced by Brian Bell. After the sec- 
ond album, Pinkerton, came out, 
bassist Matt Sharp left the band to 


years of mixed reaction albums. As 
weird as they were the dark blues of 
1996's “Load”, 1997's “Reload” and 
the now infamous garage sounding 
“St. Anger” from 2003 were actually 
good albums, but since they had the 
Metallica label on them fans (myself 
included) were waiting for something 
completely different. 

But the wait is finally over, 
Metallica has finally returned to their 
roots of multifaceted compositions, 
fret buriing guitar solos (yes the no 
solo policy from St. Anger is no 
longer) and playing at Daytona 500 
speed. I think this can be attributed 
to working with super producer Rick 
Rubin (Johnny Cash, Slayer, Red Hot 
Chili Peppers) who instead of acting 
as an additional member of the band 
as did longtime producer Bob Rock 
did, would leave Metallica to their 
own devices and sporadically check 
the material. 

This is extremely evident in 
album opener “That Was Just Your 


pursue other avenues. Therefore, 
Mike Welch from Boston was added 
to the band. Midsummer of 2001, 
was the bands last line up change, 
from Mike Welch to bassist Scot 
Shriner. 


would appreciate. 

Weezer also played plenty of new 
material from their self entitled 
"Red" album. Weezer fans had no 
time to be bored with the show. 
Everyone seemed very enthusiastic 
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This was their first stop on their U.S. 
American tour. Cuomo had a mystical 
flow about him which I have never seen 
before, almost like he owned the stage 


Songs like "Say it Ain't So,” and "El 
Scorcho" brought me back to the 90s. 
Seeing Coumo bobbing his head 
back and forth to "My Name is 
Jonas" was a sight only a Weezer fan 


with the entertainment. Weezer 
played some of their last songs of the 
night with a large group of Berklee 
students up on stage, barely fitting 
everyone. From trumpets, to trom- 


bones, to flutes, to drums, everyone 
kept the beat during "Beverly Hills 
and "Island in the Sun.” 

During Weezer's final encore, 
Rivers Cuomo came out of the dark 
wearing a soccer uniform, including 
kneepads (just in case he got hurt). 
Only something Cuomo could wear 
without ridicule. The fans were very 
pleased with their performance. 
Hopefully it will not be another three 
years before we see Weezer perform 
again. Backing up Weezer were 
Toyko Police Club and Angels and 
Airwaves. 

Toyko Police Club had a very 
energetic feel and punk rock sound, 
short songs and fun lyrics. Then, 
there was Angles and Airwaves. 
Prancing around the black and white- 
lit stage, the former Blink 182 singer 
Tom DeLong was trying to pull off a 
space-aged concert, but it just didn't 
cut it. I did everything I could do not 
to fall asleep. All in all, Weezer 
seems to get better with time. Next 
time they come to town, get a ticket- 
you won't be disappointed. 


: a look over ages 


numbers with crushing grooves like 
“Cyanide” and “The End of the 
Line.” Then there is the machine gun 
guitars disguised as a power ballad of 
“The Day that Never Comes” which 
seems like the sequel to 1988's clas- 
sic “One.” 

“Suicide and Redemption” the 
near 10 minute instrumental serves as 
further proof that the giant known as 
Metallica is alive and well. The song 
has a jam vibe to it as if the band jut 
got together and started playing with- 
out a real direction for it. It shows 
that after 27 years and millions of 
records sold they can still get along 
and make uncompromising music. 

The only weak spots I can think 
of is out of place ballad “The 
Unforgiven IT” and that the album 
has a loud, distorted sound to it and 
the bass is buried deep in the mix. 
I'm not sure if this was a personal 
choice, but it's not the first Metallica 
record with a weird mix it was also 
an issue in “.,.And Justice for All.” 


AEE 6 Ceermmiaienigoen 


Trivium’s 2006 album “The Crusade” 
saw them abandoning the growling 
vocals of “Ascendancy” and embracing 
a more 80s metal approach. The album 
was excellent but many felt that they 
were simply plagiarizing bands like 
Metallica and Megadeath. 


Life” which in true Metallica fashion 
opens with acoustic guitars followed 
by Lars Ulrich's pounding drums fol- 
lowed by front man James Hetfield's 
thick rhythm — guitar. “My 
Apocalypse” sounds like something 
lifted from their catalogue in the 80s 
in the sense that it's all attitude, 
speed, crunching guitars and Kirk 
Hammet's virtuoso solos. 

There are also some mid-tempo 


But these are minor complaints, as it 
doesn't really take away from the 
appeal of the record. 

On the other hand you have 
Trivium, a band of young guns trying 
to cement their place amongst the 
metal elite. Since announcing their 
arrival within the scene with their 
sophomore album “Ascendancy” in 
2005. 

All of the band members were 


either in their late teens or early 
twenties when “Ascendancy” was 
released. The album made them crit- 
ical darlings and won them a strong 
following of fans. It also inspired 
similar bands like Black Tide, The 
Autumn Offering and Bullet for my 
Valentine. The British music press 
went as far as naming them the next 
Metallica, which set expectations for 
future albums really high and 
spawned a legion of haters. 

Let me clear something up for all 
of the Trivium bashers and fans out 
there, as a long time metal fan I can 
tell you this; they are not the next 
Metallica by any means. In order for 
a band to be considered the next 
Metallica they would have to create a 
new subgenre within metal. Trivium 
hasn't done this they are simply 
expanding or creating their own 
interpretation of that style. If any- 
thing Trivium are the new Machine 
Head and if anybody disagrees feel 
free to argue with me. Calling 
Trivium the next Metallica is as 
absurd as calling Avenged Sevenfold 
the next Guns N' Roses. 

Trivium's 2006 album “The 
Crusade” saw them abandoning the 
growling vocals of “Ascendancy” 
and embracing a more 80s metal 
approach. The album was excellent 
but many felt that they were simply 
plagiarizing bands like Metallica and 
Megadeth. 

That's what makes their new 
album “Shogun” so interesting, it's a 
complete departure from “The 
Crusade” style wise. On “Shogun” 
we find Trivium carving their own 
path rather than following the foot- 
steps of Metallica like they have been 
accused of doing. 

Vocally front man Matt Kiichi 
Heafy seamlessly blends his strong 
singing voice with the growls from 
“Ascendancy.” Musically the com- 
positions are a lot longer and varied 
and there aren't any ballads or soft 
tempo songs as there were in both 


“Ascendancy and “The Crusade.” 

Heafy also includes some of his 
native heritage into the album (he 
was born in Japan) hence the art-— 
work, title and album opener 
“Kiristute Gomen” which roughly 
translates to “pardon me while I cut 
off your head.” It's an appropriate 
title, as that seems to be the theme for 
the music, “Kirisute Gomen” kicks 
thing into overdrive with its complex 
riffs, breakneck tempo and solos. 

That virtuosity carries through 
for the next five songs on the album 
which finds Trivium having more in 
common with the melodic death 
metal of In Flames and Dark 
Tranquility than Metallica's brand of 
thrash metal. 

There's still a Metallica vibe to 
Trivium, but it is few and far between 
on “Shogun.” The album will alien- 
ate some fans though as the music is 
far more dense and ambitious than on 
their last album and the lyrics deviate 
from standard modem metal clichés 
(emotional childhoods, former rela- 
tionships) and are primarily based in 
the aforementioned Japanese heritage 
and Greek mythology. That and the 
song titles still seem like Heafy is 
reading the dictionary and putting 
together the coolest words he can 
find, for example “Of Prometheus 
and the Crucifix” and “Like Callisto 
to a Star in Heaven.” 

But that isn't even a real com- 
plaint, what makes “Shogun” one of 
the best albums of the year is that it's 
so wide in scope and it takes risks 
rather than playing it safe like so 
many of Trivium's peers. 

“Death Magnetic”, 4 stars and 
a half out of 5 

For fans of: Exodus, 
Testament, Slayer, Pantera 

“Shogun”, 4 stars and a half 
out of 5 

For fans of: Machine Head, 
Shadows Fall, In Flames, 
Mastodon 
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BECAUSE OF YOUR GLOBAL 
FINANCIAL CRISIS, WE INSTITUTED A 
HOSTILE TAKEOVER OF YOUR PLANET. 


ING EARTH 4 
WANT IT? 


SHUT UPI WE WILL MAKE EARTH 
A SUBSIDIARY Of 


IF URANUS. 


AND IT SEEMS TO BE INFESTED 
WITH ALL KINDS OF VERMIN. 


“Wow, great tiramisu! | haven’t felt 
this fulfilled since before we met!” 


2008 Harry Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


“Slow down. This stuff is gold, 


I’m tellin’ ya! Gold!” 


ASH 


L{ _ WELL ITS AN 
H ELECTION YEAR ... 


WOULD T joe 
IF You WEREN'T BLACKS 


SCHILLER * CRAVENS 


11H JOHN MCCAIN AND WH LIVER Seats 
OLDER AND DARYER THAN OBAMA 


T APPROVE THIS MESsi¢e! 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Pan-fry 
6 Gooey mass 
9 Fairy tale 
14 Alan or Adam 
15 “Norma __” 
16 Incandescent 
17 Actress Sally 
18 Coach 
Parseghian 
19 Come to an end 
20 EST word 
22 Long and thin 
24 Lend a hand to 
25 Walks 
unsteadily 
26 Makes a point 
30 Writer Grafton 
31 Rock’s partner 
32 Long time 
34 Consumes 
supper 
39 Lamenter’s cry 
40 Uppity folks 
43 Soft drink 
44 Inclined one’s 
body 
46 Boy king 
47 Do perfectly _ 
48 Seller’s $$ 
equivocation 
51 Abhors 
53 “__ by the 
Dozen” 
57 Tennis shot 
58 Came from 
behind 
59 Seen 
64 Dexterous 
65 Afore 
67 Theatrical work 
68 Goddesses of 
destiny 
69 Scheider or 
Rogers 
70 Like some 
kitchens 
71 Quarterback 
Dilfer 
72 Visualize 
73 Trains to box 


DOWN 
1 Out of danger 
2 Opera song 
3 Hawaiian 
strings 
4 Pinball error 
5 Make cherished 
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6 Daughter’s boy 
7 Scull propeller 
8 Brutal ones 
9 Having several 
aspects 
10 Man in the field 
11 Knife feature 
12 Defeated rival 
13 Water pitchers 
21 Religious 
practices 
23 Gehrig of 
baseball 
26 Part of U.A.E. 
27 All alone 
28 Side order, 
briefly 
29 If all___ fails... 
33 NIMBY part 
35 “__ It a Pity” 
36 Biblical ark-itect 
37 Actress Falco 
38 Mineo and 
Maglie 
41 Target center 
42 Lower oneself 
45 Superlatively 
dumb 


Solutions 


49 Busy insect 

50 Priest’s 
ordination 

52 Homes 

53 Technical skill 

54 “__ the Horrible” 

55 Privileged few 


AS MICHAEL JORDAN! 
WANT TO SEE ME 
MOONWALK!? 
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a 
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56 “Interiors” director 

60 Pitfall 

61 See-ya 

62 VIP in Kuwait 

63 Rather and 
Marino 

66 Fish eggs 
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Humor injects new 
perspective in the 


presidential race 


By Nick Rossi 
Contributing Reporter 


Popular comedians are some of 
today's best political satirists and 
commentators. Through their medi- 
ums, in intelligent and hilarious 
ways, the comedian is able to address 
controversial current events without 
necessarily pointing any fingers. 
With the current presidential election 
looming overhead, there is plenty of 
room for sketch-comedy shows to 
parody and mock each of the running 
mates in some way, shape or form, 
generating plenty of ideas for comic 
material. 

Tina Fey is a popular comedian 
who is well known for her years 
making audiences laugh on Saturday 
Night Live. The funny-girl/actress 
began work on SNL in 2000, work- 
ing for a steady five years until her 
retirement from the show in 2005. 
Tina Fey guest starred on Saturday 
Night Live on the 34th season pre- 
miere which aired Sept. 13, 2008. 
The show opened with "Sarah Palin" 
(played by Fey) and “Hillary 
Clinton" (played by Amy Poehler) 
standing side by side, talking about 
the presence of sexism in the 2008 
Presidential campaign. Her portrayal 
was so publicized and praised that it 
showed a 50 percent audience 
increase in the 34th SNL season. 

Tina Fey's dead-on representa- 
tion of Republican Vice Presidential 
candidate Sarah Palin, in which she 
nailed everything from Palin's Fargo- 
esque accent to her hand gestures, 
garnered her two more guest appear- 
ances as Palin on the opening scenes 
of the next two Saturday Night Live 
episodes. 

The second skit was a reenact- 
ment of Sarah Palin's interview with 


Death 


Critically acclaimed 
manga breathes new 
life into industry 


By HANSEL LopPEz 
Opinions Editor 


I know the 
following state- 
ment will prob- 
ably trigger a 
wave of angry 
letters from 
anime enthusi- 
but 


going to say it 


asts, I'm 


anyways. 
“Death Note” is the best thing that's 
happened to anime in a long time 
especially for American fans. 

I'm pretty sure in Japan it's not a 
big deal, but here across the pond 
it's beyond exciting to see some- 
thing original. Let's face it; who 
isn't tired of watching animes about 
ninjas (Naruto) and/or robots (way 
too many to count). 

I guess the fact that I'm not 


Katie Couric, in which Palin is por- 
trayed as someone who is all talk and 
not the fashion-conscious pit bull she 
insists on being. The funniest aspect 
of the skit was that Fey even quoted 
some of Palin's words from the actu- 
al interview, displaying her annoying 
beat-around-the-bush rebuttals that 
got Couric evidently flustered. 

POEHLER AS COURIC: "But 
again, and not to belabor the point. 
One specific thing.” 

(Several seconds of FEY and 
POEHLER staring at each other) 

FEY AS PALIN: "Katie, I'd like 
to use one of my lifelines." 


POEHLER AS COURIC: "I'm 
sorry?" 
FEY AS PALIN: "I want to 


phone a friend.” 

POEHLER AS COURIC: "You 
don't have any lifelines." 

FEY AS PALIN: "Well in that 
case I'm just gonna have to get back 
to ya!" 

The most recent episode of 
Saturday Night Live opened once 
again with "Tina Palin" debating 
with Joe Biden, delivering ridiculous 
commentary, eventually holding her 
flute up asking, "Aren't we doing the 
talent portion?" 

Digg.com user DepthFunction 
commented on this skit, saying, "20 
years from now, we'll watch the SNL 
reruns from this season and think to 
ourselves, 'Holy ****, that Alaskan 
idiot was almost elected vice presi- 
dent." 

Tina Fey now focuses her time 
on being the head writer for her sit- 
com 30 Rock on NBC. Her co-star 
Tracey Morgan told reporters at the 
2008 VH1 Hip Hop Honors in NYC, 
"Tina Fey's Sarah Palin was on the 
money. I think her impersonation of 
Sarah might decide who's gonna be 
President of the United States." 

Browsing through message 
boards and checking the comments 
users have left on YouTube after 
watching these skits, one would gath- 
er that the population is receiving 
Fey's dig on Sarah Palin fairly well. 


The political landscape is ripe with material for comedians such as Tina Fey and 
Amy Poehler. Retrospectively, that’s probably not a good thing. 


From Digg.com, "So SMART! 
Laugh out loud AWESOME! ... Once 
again proving that Tina Fey is more 
qualified to be VP than Palin." 

Comedy is proving to be a pow- 
erful tool to communicate a point or 
feelings about a certain person, event 
or problem in our media. It is fantas- 
tic that celebrities are taking it upon 
themselves to try and make a differ- 
ence in people's minds with such 
important things as a presidential 
election. Leave it to people with an 
influence over a general audience to 
bring about change and realization, 
something very important in a nation 
already filled with biased media. 

At the 2008 Emmy awards, Tina 
Fey spoke about her already infa- 
mous portrayals of Sarah Palin, stat- 
ing, "I want to be done playing this 
lady November 5. So if anyone could 


help me be done playing this lady 
November 5, that would be good for 
me." 

Clearly Tina Fey's imperson- 
ation is fueled not only by comedy 
but also by a general dislike of the 
Republican VP candidate. 

In an interview with TV Guide, 
Fey went so far as to say that, "If she 
[Palin] wins, I'm done. I can't do that 
for four years. And by 'I'm done,’ I 
mean I'm leaving Earth." 

Comedians are. smart, bottom 
line. For them to look at a person, 
pick out their flaws, and familiarize 
themselves with mannerisms of that 
person displays comedy isn't all 
mindless banter. Comics deserve 
more credit, because most of the peo- 
ple who are not afraid to "go there" 
and voice their disgust with politics 
in America are comedians. Tina Fey, 


Amy Poehler, Kathy Griffin, 
Margaret Cho and Sandra Bernhardt, 
all females, are not afraid to let audi- 
ences know how upset they are with 
the state of the United States and the 
world as of 2008. 

With the presidential election 
nearing closer and closer, the' public 
opiniog of the candidates still has 
time to change. The real Sarah Palin 
guest-starred on Saturday Night Live 
this past weekend, side by side with 
Tina Fey. Is this a publicity stunt on 
Palin's part, to appear that she is a 
good sport? Who knows? Comedians 
are tapping one of our most revered 
pleasures-humor-to get us involved. 
Despite the hilarious impersonations, 
interpretations, mockeries or gags, 
their messages are anything but 
funny. Listen closely. Enjoy. 


Note revives anime scene 


much of an anime fan will also add 
fuel to the fan boy fire. I don't read 
mangas and [| haven't followed an 
anime since I was 16, so by no 
means am I an expert. I mean I've 
tried watching some of the newer 
stuff but it all seems like it has been 
done before whether its slapstick, 
action, horror or nudity. 

The fact that “Death Note” was 
able to lure me in and watch every 
episode religiously really drives in 
the fact that it stands head and 
shoulders over the competition. The 
storyline is so engrossing that it wel- 
comes non-anime fans and the ani- 
mation and characters are likable 
enough that it will please the hard- 


core fan. 
The “Death Note” manga was 
created by Tsugumi Ohba in 


December 2003 an its popularity led 
to it being published in paperback 
form and translated internationally 
Three live action films and the 
anime series followed in 2006 and it 
was already a huge phenomenon 


way before finding its way to 


America. 

Like many animes the story of 
“Death Note” is a bit dense, but 
unlike most animes it's the most 
appealing part. The story revolves 


Ryuk, a shinigami (death god) who 
was bored and simply wanted to 
know what a human would do with 
that power. Light's original goal 
was to rid the world of criminals, 


eS ¢ Cae 


I think Death Note is a very original and 
creative series, it is truly a great work of 


art 


-Allison Boissoneau 


around Light Yagami, a gifted stu- 
dent who finds a notebook with the 
words “Death Note” on the cover. 
The notebook, which grants its pos- 
sessor the power to kill anyone by 
simply writing the victims name and 


knowing their face, was dropped by 


but it quickly tums into a desire of 
creating a new world in which he is 
a god. He is suspected to be the 
mass murderer by a brilliant foreign 
What 
ensues is a thrilling cat and mouse 


detective simply known as L 


game between Light and L 


The other huge appeal of the 
show is the themes that it deals with. 
The main or more obvious one is the 
not so subtle religious imagery (the 
opening and _ ending credit 
sequences are particularly interest- 
ing) also evident by Light wanting 
to be a god. Other themes are 
absolute power and how it corrupts, 
who is morally right and who has 
the right to be executioner in mod- 
ern society. 

Also what creates interest for 
the show is that young Americans 
are now more and more fascinated 
with Japanese popular culture. That 
explains the anime explosion in the 
states and the demand for more 
whether it's 


manga or music. 


Longtime anime fan Allison 
Boissoneau says, “I think Death 
Note is a very original and creative 
series, it is truly a great work of art.” 

I highly recommend watching 
an episode and see if you're not 
hooked which you can do for free on 
demand or online at deathnote.tv, go 


ahead and try it and see the results 


Childh 


Imagination proves 
effective against 
ngible threats 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
{it. Edge Editor 


When you 
get old what 
was lame 


becomes cool. 
Since the end of 
high school I've 
spent a great 
deal of time 
reminiscing 
& § about my child- 
hood legacy. 
ernoons filled with superfluous 
urs of cartoon and youngster pro- 
ing were marred by persecu- 
m and prejudice on the play- 
und. I was born a nerd, a geek, a 

veeb and I had the elephant ears, 
i neck, and buckteeth to prove 


It wasn't that I was constantly 
hounded for liking things that I 
found nothing offensive or vulgar in 
it's approach, but being called a 
Pussy by another six-year-old for 
enjoying a show about super martial 
artists beating the crap out of evil 
aliens was upsetting for me. I quick- 
ly hid my love for Mighty 
Morphing’ Power Rangers, 
Transformers, and Pokémon. 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) - Ownership, 
M long-term rental con- 
! tracts and passionate dis- 
cussions between loved ones are 
accented this week. Pay attention to 
new legal agreements, property pay- 
ments or financial promises. Remain 
patient and expect outstanding 
details to be settled in the coming 
weeks. After mid-week friends and 
lovers may be briefly moody or 
introspective. Don't take it personal- 
ly: at present others may need to 
reflect on recent social events or 
business decisions. Stay focused. 
} 

TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - This week is 
best used for finalizing 
permissions, securing 
contracts or increasing salaries. 
Before mid-week ask authority fig- 
ufes or older relatives for special 
favors. A recent phase of slow 
progress in career decisions and low 
Self esteem now needs to end: don't 
hesitate to take action. later this 

eek loved ones may offer powerful 
indications of their love, affection or 
long-term intentions. Respond with 
empathy: your optimism and accept- 
ance will more relationships for- 


Taurus 


, GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) - Yesterday's 
love affairs or friendships 
are accented over the 
“next 3 days: expect unique informa- 
about the past to soon captivate 
attention. Use this time to set- 
unresolved emotions and watch 


Alternative Edge 


ood kind of sucked 


Keeping to myself never seemed 
to work out as much as I had hoped. 
The bullies and “popular” kids of 
the week would still find my friends 
and I who were only trying to imag- 
ine ourselves as secret agents work- 
ing for a Men in Black-type organi- 
zation with the express purpose of 
overthrowing the tyranny that were 
girls. Anti-cootie guns, secret code 
names, and a mural of the United 
States reversed engineered to be a 
teleportation pad weren't enough in 
the fight for acceptance. 

My Mother raised me to be tol- 
erant and accepting of others, even 
those who I would find despicable, 
but as a child I was still controlled 
by fierce desires to hate and poke 
those who taunted and harassed me. 
Children were some of the most 
unforgiving and narrow-minded 
creatures I had ever faced in my 
adventures-in no small part due to 
us having no limits to our emotions. 
We had little control over the direc- 
tions we wanted to take. 

Even though the day I discoy- 
ered Pokémon was the first day I 
didn't run into my Mom's room after 
school to give her a hug. She for- 
gave me and continued to praise my 
youthful expressionism and desire 
to enhance my imagination in what- 
ever forms I could. Doodling and 
writing and hours of playing Beast 
Wars with my brother were the only 
ways I could release my passion 
without the watching eyes of other 


for a new era of social involvement 
to arrive. After Wednesday many 


Geminis will be asked to take 
greater responsibility in workplace 
disputes. Minor disagreements will 
be easily resolved: pay special atten- 
tion to the needs or suggestions of 
recently silent colleagues. 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) - Close friends 


or colleagues may 


require added patience 


this week. After Tuesday watch for 
prideful comments and possessive 
attitudes concerning career gains, 
job proposals or public reputation. 
Respond with silent acceptance: at 
present minor disagreements will 
quickly escalate. | Wednesday 
through Saturday romance and sen- 
suality are on the rise: expect com- 
plex overtures and bold flirtations. 
Later this weekend energy may be 
low. Rest and avoid key family dis- 
cussions. 


J2, 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Business ventures 
begun approximately five 
weeks ago may this week 
be quickly cancelled or postponed. 
No permanent or lasting affects can 
be expected but do watch for brief 
financial delays. After Wednesday 
loved ones will openly discuss 
recent job options or outline new 
career pathways. Be receptive. 
Thursday through Sunday accent 
romantic communications, rare 
social proposals and rekindled inti- 
macy. Key relationships will soon 
expand: stay open to new ideas. 


ee 
tt = 
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Dailymail.com courtesy photo 


This kid probably wished Mighty Max was his rend and could defend him from 


the fists of intolerance. 


kids. I had a small group of friends 
who believed in me, but there was 
always an anxiety of someone 
betraying us for someone, “cool.” 
Understanding what popularity 
meant in elementary and middle 
school wasn't about who was the 
hottest, though the girls would tell 
you that. Learning how to talk tough 
would help you not get involved in 
fights if you could seem more intim- 
idating to your opponent. Seeing 


VIRGO (Aug. 
23-Sept. 22) - Previously 
Vir withheld opinions or 

F observations may this 
week be freely expressed: after 
Monday expect minor outbursts 
from friends or relatives. Someone 
close may now need to discuss new 
options or feel publicly validated. 
Remain flexible and watch for 
meaningful emotional progress. 
Late Wednesday a trusted friend 
may reveal an unexpected romantic 
triangle. A recent social dispute now 
needs to be publicly debated: pace 
yourself and expect honest, bold 
reactions. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

23) - Money decisions 

~———« may be fast and scattered 
Libra this week. Late Monday 
afternoon expect a brief but intense 
flurry of financial details or out- 
standing requests. Stay focused and 
carefully complete all assignments: 
before mid-week accuracy and ded- 
ication will prove vital to success. 
Wednesday through Saturday high- 
lights new romantic communica- 
tions and unexpected flirtations. 
Workplace love affairs or changing 
business relationships may be a key 
theme: go slow and wait for clarity. 


m, 


Scorpio 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) - Over the next 
few days romantic invita- 
tions will be intriguing 
but purposefully vague. 
Watch for potential lovers to offer 
coy flirtations and undefined prom- 
ises. Enjoy seductive moments but 


this mano y mano behavior didn't sit 
with me, so I kept to myself. When 
girls showed up on my radar it 
forced me to eject my substance for 
style because I was too young to 
understand depth in personality and 
stuck to loosely veiled stereotypes 
to become the apple in their eye. 

It took awhile, but the day I 
actually got a girlfriend was when I 
accepted who I was and what I real- 
ly cared about. It was honesty and 


avoid strong expectations: new rela- 
tionships will now be temporarily 
delayed. Thursday through Saturday 
accents revised business routines 
and detailed discussions with 
authority figures. Pay close atten- 
tion to new contracts or promises: a 
close examination of all financial 
facts is needed. 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - New 
employment assign- 
Sagittarius ments may now be 
unusually complex. Before mid- 
week wait for officials to resolve 
outstanding office disputes before 
taking action. At present competing 
sources of information may prove 
misleading: remain patient. 
Wednesday through Friday pay 
attention to property agreements and 
revised home budgets. Loved ones 
will expect expanded schedules and 
new promises. Later this weekend a 
social invitation will demand a 


quick response. Be honest. 
Capricorns _ short-term 


ie ohne romance may be highly 


distracting over the next few days. 
New friends or colleagues may wish 
to become more intimately involved 
in your life. Fast proposals and last 
minute invitations may be unrealis- 
tic: set firm boundaries and wait for 
deeper personality traits to emerge. 
After Wednesday a brief phase of 
workplace disagreement will be eas- 
ily resolved. Listen to the opinions 
or suggestions of trusted co-work- 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) - For many 


creativity and I made it a point to 
express that in my own unique 
ways. 

If you are the parent, guardian, 
or mentor of a child, don't hesitate 
in telling them that it's okay to be 
them self. Childhood should not be 
a time of fear and anxiety. We 
shouldn't have to hide in bathrooms 
or shun ourselves for the parochial 
views of others. Thankfully, the 21st 
century belongs to the nerd. 


ers: much will be revealed. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
Feb. 19) Family restric- 
tions or tensions in the 
home will this week be 
lifted. Early Tuesday expect loved 
ones to adopt an attitude of accept- 
ance for older relatives, long-term 
obligations or group planning. Offer 
encouragement and fresh ideas: new 
suggestions will be welcomed. Later 
this week business officials or older 
colleagues may request private 
advice or renewed dedication to a 
difficult project. Take your time: 
added information or rare financial 
facts will soon be revealed. 


ms 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) - Workplace 
promises may this week 
be overly enthusiastic. 
After Monday expect key officials 
or older colleagues to quickly intro- 
duce changed documents, new pay- 
ment schedules or joint assign- 
ments. Wait, however, for further 
confirmation before offering a com- 
mitment: minor errors will soon 
demand revision. Later this week a 
friend or lover may discuss their 
emotional needs or expectations. 
Remain open: intimate communica- 
tions will now quickly move rela- 
tionships forward. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this 
week...recent family disruptions 
will now dramatically fade. Over 
the next 4 weeks expect comfort 
and belonging to again be estab- 
lished in the home environment. 
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Be thankful you're not a Chicago Cubs fan 


Forgetting 
fundamentals forces 
failure in the fall 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


It only took 
ja couple of 
_ games into the 
postseason to 
realize that a 
couple. of these 
teams just did- 
n’t belong 
F there. There is a 
reason baseball 
teams play 162 
games a year. 
Aside from the obvious, which is to 
make the playoffs, it’s also about 
developing chemistry with team- 
mates, establishing who are your 
dominant performers, arranging the 
most productive lineup and to work 
out all that needs fixing before the 
season ends. By that time, the teams 
that were able to figure out how to 
achieve those goals advance while 
the others go home for the fall. Of 
the eight teams that made the play- 
offs in 2008, there were three that 
failed on the fundamentals and all 
three went home after the first 
round. 

I'll start on an easy note with the 
Milwaukee Brewers before moving 
onto the Los Angeles Angels of 
Anaheim and finally tear into the 
outrageously bad Chicago Cubs. 


The Brewers didn’t so much fail the 
fundamentals as a team, they just 
didn’t have what it takes to beat the 
Philadelphia Phillies, but sure 
enough they commit one of base- 
balls cardinal sins. In the first game 
of the best of three series, starting 
pitcher Yovani Gallardo fell apart 
with two outs in the third inning. 
Leadoff batter Carlos Ruiz singled to 
center to start the inning. Next up 
was pitcher Cole Hamels who 
attempted to sacrifice bunt meaning 
hand the other team an out to move 
the runner up to second base, but an 
error by second basemen Rickie 
Weeks on a dropped throw allowed 
him to reach base safely. One mis- 
take, not one emphasized heavily but 
a mistake nonetheless, personally I 
don’t see blaming a game on one 
man, maybe two but not one. Which 
brings us back to Gallardo, he retired 
the next two batters before Chase 
Utley delivered a two run double to 
put the Phillies up 2-0. Not 
Gallardo’s fault, the error should 
have had him out of the inning, but 
then his composure abandoned him 
and he struggled just enough. With 
Utley on second he intentionally 
walked the National League home 
run and RBI champ Ryan Howard to 
test his luck with Pat Burrell. 
Unfortunately Gallardo then walked 
Burrell loading the bases for Shane 
Victorino who was then also walked 
allowing a run to come in. The first 
two runs were presumably not his 
fault but there is absolutely no 
excuse for walking a batter with the 
bases loaded. That’s called gift- 
wrapping a run. The Brewers lost the 
game 3-1. The third inning was the 


only inning in which the Phillies 
were able to score. 

The Los Angeles Angels of 
Anaheim ended the regular season 
with the best record in baseball 100- 
62. The only team in the majors to 
win 100 games this season, but even 
they appeared to lose track of the 
fundamentals of the game, and it 
was as easy as calling for a ball. 
There was probably a good reason 
why nobody in postseason history 
had ever hit a three run single before 
Jacoby Ellsbury of Boston did it in 
the second inning of game three of 
the ALDS at Fenway Park. The rea- 
son was no team had ever played 
defense so bad. With two outs and 
the bases loaded, Ellsbury skied a 
weak pop up into shallow centerfield 
with more than enough time for any 
three fielders to position themselves 
under, but yet the ball dropped. The 
centerfield typically has priority 
over any call in the outfield, but sur- 
prisingly Torii Hunter didn’t take 
charge of the play. Considering he 
has won 7 consecutive Gold Glove 
awards for his top notch fielding 
skills dating back to 2001, I would 
assume he knew that it was his ball 
to catch but nevertheless, history 
was made with a pitiable single. 
Another folly that fell at the feet of 
the Angels was a botched attempt at 
a Suicide Squeeze. With the game on 
the line, manager Mike Scioscia 
asked for infielder Erick Aybar to 
bunt while a runner on third breaks 
toward the plate. If there was ever a 
golden rule that circled the squeeze 
play it is this, you must make contact 
with the ball. It doesn’t matter if the 
ball is three feet outside, leave your 


feet, jump in the air, throw the bat at 
the ball if that’s what must be done 
but there is absolutely no excuse for 
letting the catcher snag it directly 
into his glove while you leave your 
teammate hanging out to dry. The 
only time it could be considered 
acceptable not to make contact is if 
the ball bounces in the dirt. The 
pitch Aybar saw was up in and in, the 
easiest possible place to make con- 
tact with any piece of the bat but 
what happened? He let the ball 
cruise right on by and Jason Varitek 
was able to tag out runner Reggie 
Willits before he could retreat back 
to the base. A good idea in perspec- 
tive but poor production at the plate 
turned it into a season ending situa- 
tion. 

Where to begin with the Chicago 
Cubs? There is a reason they haven't 
won a world series in 100 years, they 
are terrible and they probably won’t 
win for another hundred years. The 
Cubs ended the regular season with 
the second best record in baseball at 
97-65 to lockdown home field 
advantage through the first two 
rounds of the playoffs. That advan- 
tage did them no good as they 
dropped three games in a row to the 
Dodgers, two of which in front of 
their home fans at Wrigley Field. 
Allegedly you could say that it was 
just bad luck, but ultimately it was 
anything but. It was some of the 
worst baseball Chicago Manager 
Lou Pinella had seen all year. 

“Tt wasn’t good baseball. In fact, 
the last two days, that’s probably 
been the worst baseball we've 
played all year. It wasn’t fun to 
watch, I'll tell you that”. 


Pinella was right; the first two 
games of the series were embarrass- 
ing. The Cubs were outscored 20-6 
in the series. Sadly enough in game 
two they even nianaged to rack up 
more errors than they did runs, four 
errors and three runs. Two of those 
errors came one after the other in the 
second inning, which led to five runs 
scoring. And all four errors in the 
game were made by all four of the 
infield positions, first, second, third 
and shortstop. They made six errors 
in all three games, with at least one 
error occurring in every game 
played. The end of the series 
marked the ninth consecutive post- 
season loss for the Cubs who desper- 
ately need to work on how to pull it 
together when it really matters most. 

The Brewers, Angels and Cubs 
all proved they had what it takes to 
make it to the postseason. But funda- 
mental baseball has got to be the eas- 
iest part of playing the game. 
Pitchers can’t walk batters with the 
bases loaded and expect to win 
games; pop flies can’t be dropped 
when it was as easy as calling out “I 
got it.” And there is absolutely no 
way you can win games if you com- 
mit more errors than runs that you 
score. Even Manny Ramirez knew to 
hustle down the line on a ground ball 
to get an infield single in game one 
of the series. Manny didn’t run 
always run down the line during the 
year but even he knows when to 
bring what you got to the table. It’s 
the postseason, it’s win or go home, 
and it’s unacceptable to see those 
kinds of mistakes being made, sup- 
posedly, by the best teams the sport 
has to offer. 


An Autumn Fall for Red Sox Nation in game seven 


Red Sox fall short of 
returning to the 
World Series in ‘08 


BY CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


As Red Sox nation had been so 
accustomed to’ after coming from 
behind to go World Series bound in 2 
of the previous 4 seasons, they found 
their backs up against the wall once 
again this October but fell just short 
of the finish line. 

In 2004, the Sox mounted a his- 
~ torical come back against the New 
York Yankees, being down 3 games to 
none in a best if 7 series then winning 
8 straight to sweep the World Series 
from the St. Louis Cardinals. In 2007, 
we saw some of the same old song 
and dance when the Sox faced anoth- 
er deficit being down 3 games to 1, 
matched up against a well-balanced 
Cleveland ball club. Nevertheless, the 
Sox remained in true form and over- 
came insurmountable odds once again 
with a notorious comeback and anoth- 
er World Series victory. This year we 
found our beloved team with their 
backs against the wall one more time, 
but unlike the previous occasions they 
couldn’t pull it together when it was 
time to sink or swim. 

There could be plenty of reasons 
why this team fell short where the 
others thrived. I’m sure a lot of people 
would point out the fact that the post 
seasons best home run hitter of all 
time, Manny Ramirez, a monumental 
caliber player while he reigned in 
Boston, was removed from the lineup. 


But one Manny doesn’t make a team, 
clearly as his L.A. Dodgers shared the 
same fate as the Sox, an early winter. 
Jason Bay proved to be a valuable 
replacement for Manny, his numbers 
might not have been Manny-esque 
but who’s could be? Ramirez was the 
World Series MVP in 2004, nobody 
hits like he does. It might have been 
his first post season run since joining 
the Majors in 2003, but Bay helped 
carry this team through their 11 play- 
off games this year. In 11 games he hit 
.341 with 3 home runs, 9 runs batted 
in and a team leading 14 hits. It was 
the teams returning victors, the men 
who had already been there before 
that couldn’t produce what was need- 
ed to win. David Ortiz was in a con- 
stant struggle this post season. He had 
only 8 hits, batted .186 and hit only 
one home run. Big Papi has been 
known for his timely post season hit- 
ting, with 3 game winning hits in the 
2004 post season. Including a game 
winning home run against the Angels 
and consecutive walk off game win- 
ning hits against the Yankees in 04, 
one of which being a home run, mak- 
ing him the series MVP. Big Papi 
became Big Pop out this season. 

Two of the biggest reasons the 
Red Sox were as dominant as they 
were this year were MVP candidates 
Kevin Youkilis and Dustin Pedroia. 
Youkilis continued to show his pro- 
fessionalism in the playoffs with 
respectable numbers (.292, 2 HR 7 
RBI), Pedrioia got off to a slow start 
going 0-17 in the first few games 
against the Angels but battled back 
late in the series and again against 
Tampa to produce solid numbers con- 
sidering his average should have been 
microscopic (.233 3 HR 6 RBI). 


Another great story to come from a 
rather upsetting post season was the 
resurgence of J.D. Drew. The poor 
guy struggled since being acquired by 
the team last summer, he put up with 
slanderous nicknames like “Nancy 
Drew” and “J.D. Boo”, but the fact 
remained he could turn it on when he 
needed too. Game 5 of this year’s 
ALCS was a game to remember for 
J.D. With the Sox down by 7 runs and 
elimination at stake, Ortiz provided 3 
of his 5 post season RBI’s with one 
swing of the bat setting the stage for 
J.D. to embellish his opportunity for 
success. Now down only 7-4 in the 
8th inning, Drew hit a 2 run shot into 
the right field grandstands to bring the 
Sox to trail by only one lone run. 
Later in the 8th a Coco Crisp single 
tied the game, erasing the 7 run gap 
between the teams, the second largest 
deficit overcome in post season histo- 
ry. In the 9th inning it was once again 
Drew who stepped up to the plate and 
delivered the game-winning blow. 
Truly a triumphant moment for some- 
one that isn’t known for enjoying his 
time spent here in Boston. 

Aside from those few key contri- 
butions, it was a struggle for the Sox 
offense to take flight. Jason Varitek is 
one of the best catchers baseball, but 
known for his ability to call the game 
behind the plate, as a hitter though, he 
is an anchor. He hit only .118 with 4 
hits and 1 RBI in 10 of the teams 11 
post season games. Young stud 
Jacoby Ellsbury had his struggles this 
fall batting a mere .188 with only 6 
hits in 8 games. During last years run 
to victory Ellsbury exploded onto the 
scene with a .360 average through the 
11 meaningful games. Another sore 
spot in the line-up was the late season 
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Tampa Bay celebrates a victory over the Red Sox in 
game 7 of the ALCS. Next stop, World Series. : 


acquisition of veteran Mark Kotsay 
who surrendered 19 runners on base 
over the course of 10 games; he didn’t 
have single RBI all October. With that 
said, the absence of last years World 
Series MVP Mike Lowell proved to 
be very costly as Kotsay was his 
replacement on the infield, forcing 
Gold Glove Award winning first base- 
men Kevin Youkilis across the dia- 
mond to third. 

This off season could be devastat- 
ing to Sox Nation as questions arise 
around the free agent standing of 
Varitek. There is no doubt to the value 
be brings upon our pitching staff but 
after that pathetic display of hitting in 
the post season it becomes harder to 


fathom that he would be returning to 
blunder about the offensive qualities 
of the team. No one except for the 
Red ‘Sox General Manager Theo 
Epstein knows what next season 
holds for the Red Sox, but either way 
they’ll be looking to make it back to 
the playoffs for the 6th time in 7 
years. There is no doubt the Red Sox 
have been the team of the decade but 
to reacquire their status of World 
Champions they'll have to wait until 
next year. It wasn’t a great way to see 
the season end, losing to a rival that 
plays in our division, but they gave us 
a great season to be thankful for. It 
could be worse; we could be Chicago 
Cub fans. 
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The Ballad of Kimbo Slice 


Internet phenom 
Kimbo Slice falls 
-against lightweight 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
_ Opinions Editor 


_ The winner for the WTF award 
sof the year for most bizarre sports 
»event goes to CBS for their October 

24 broadcast of Elite XC: Heat. 

Elite XC: Heat is the third of 
“four yearly live mixed martial arts 
*(MMA) under contract with CBS in 
_partnership with Showtime. This is 

all business stuff and obviously isn’t 
what made the fight card odd, it was 
the last minute main event substitu- 

»tions that really made this must see 
oTV. 

Originally the main event was to 
feature MMA pioneer and way over 
the hill Ken Shamrock vs. Elite XC 

“poster boy, ‘Kimbo Slice, a former 

. street fighter who first rose to fame 
pvia youtube with grainy videos of 
shim pummeling random bouncers 
sand tough guys in parking lots. 

Because of the popularity of 
these videos and his interest in tran- 

: sitioning into MMA, Slice was a 
‘natural fit for the fledgling Elite XC. 
‘Slice brings two different audiences 
‘together when he fights. First you 
shave the people who followed his 
online exploits and through word of 

mouth established his legacy. Then 

you have MMA enthusiasts like 
myself who would watch his fights 
eager to point out the flaws in his 
fighting and dismiss him as a mar- 
keting gimmick or entertainer as 

opposed to a real fighter. 
I'll give it to him though he has 

',a ton of charisma and always adds 

colorful banter to pre and post fight 
interviews. Despite that I think his 
skills are subpar, he creates a lot of 
attention for the sport. Elite XC 
knows this all too well and hand- 
picked all of Slice’s opponents. 
They felt that a win over a veteran 
like Shamrock despite being washed 
up would earn Slice a little more 

_ Tespect from the MMA community 

and give him more momentum. 

Hence why they generated so much 

hype for this proposed main event. 

! Then on Saturday, Oct. 4, just 
hours before the broadcast, some- 
thing happened. Turns out 
Shamrock couldn’t be medically 
_cleared for fighting because of a cut 


on his right eyebrow he sustained 
during a pre fight warm up. 
Management at Elite XC scrambled 
to find a replacement, suitable, or 
not for their cash cow; they figured 
that they would still have decent rat- 
ings as long as Slice was involved 
somehow. 

They settled for unknown light 
heavyweight Seth Petruzelli, who 
was brave enough to take a fight on 
hours notice and against an oppo- 
nent he hasn’t trained for. It also 
must be noted that Petruzelli 
weighed in as a light heavyweight at 
205 Ibs, while Slice is a heavy- 
weight weighing in at approximate- 
ly 240 lbs. 

To be honest I didn’t even know 
anything about Petruzelli, all we 
knew was that he had fought in the 
UFC a couple of times. At first I 
dismissed this as a scheme for Elite 
XC to keep protecting Slice, but I 
still watched the show nonetheless. 

This is when things got really 
weird. The main event begins and 
Slice immediately cuts off the mat 
and begins to stalk a very nervous 
looking Petruzelli. Slice must have 
figured it was going to be another 
walk in the park for him as Elite XC 
has always picked professional glass 
jaws like Bo Cantrell and Tank 
Abbott to use as Slice fodder. 

From against the cage Petruzelli 
threw a push kick to create a bit of 
distance between him and an over 
eager Slice and follows it up with a 
counter right cross that clipped his 
opponent. Next thing I know Slice 
drops to the mat like a stack of 
bricks and Petruzelli starts wailing 


away at his downed opponent with 
hammer fists and after 14 seconds of 
abuse the match was stopped by ref- 
eree Troy Waugh. Slice was so out 
of it that he attempted a double leg 
takedown on Waugh because he 
believed he was Petruzelli. 

With the win Petruzelli 
improves to 10-4, while Slice is 
handed his first defeat, his record is 
now 3-1. 

And the moment that many a die 
hard MMA fan has been waiting for 
arrived, I just didn’t expect it to 
come this early or by an unheralded 
fighter, which by the way wouldn’t 
surprise me if Petruzelli would be 
once again courted by Elite XC rival 
UEC. 

I think the Elite XC matchmak- 
ers are really the ones at fault here 
as they weren’t able to realize that 
stylistically Petruzelli was a bad 
fight for Kimbo if you look at his 
stats. Sure Shamrock had a small 


chance at beating Slice because of , 


his submission game, but at this 
point in his career someone like 
Petruzelli was a bigger threat to 
Kimbo because of his speed, youth 
and wrestling background. 

I don’t want to rain on any Slice 
fan’s parade but he’s far from ready 
to hold his own against real fighters. 
This loss is a huge blow to Elite XC 
and Slice’s career, as it can’t be jus- 
tified. A loss to Shamrock would be 
more passable as he has the pedigree 
of being a legend in the sport and is 
in the same weight division. If it 
took an unknown light heavyweight 
14 seconds imagine what a top 
heavyweight can do to Slice. 
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It only took 14 seconds for Kimbo Slice to get knocked 
down like this unfortunate UFC Fighter. 


TRANSFER COLLEGE DAY 2008 


sponsored by Academic Advising 
Northern Essex Community College 


Technology Center, Haverhill 
Wednesday, October 29th, 2008 


10:00am - 1:00pm 


Representatives from dozens of public and private colleges and universites 
from Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Maine will be attending this event. 


Academic Advising Center, Haverhill Campus, Behrakis Student Center 978-556-3440 
Academic Advising Center, Lawrence Campus, Room L-135 978-738-7423 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. How many times have the 
Philadelphia Phillies won 
the World Series? 


2. Who was the 2007 World 
Series MVP? 


3. In the past 10 years, how 
many times have the - 
Patriots defense given up a 
play of 98 yards or more? 


4. Of the 30 MLB teams how 
many have never won a 
World Series? 


5. Who was the President of 
the United States the last 


time the Chicago Cubs won 
a World Series? 
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Interested in playing 
women’s basketball? < 
‘Contact Sue MacAvoy at ext. 
3820 or Coach Motroni at 
ext. 3821 : 
ACT NOW! 


NECC Sports Schedule 


Cross Country : 
October 26th, Mayor’s Cup in Boston 9:00 
November 1st, Northeast District @ Holyoke C.C. TBA 
November 8th, NJCAA National Champ. @ CCRI TBA 


Men’s Basketball : 


November 6th, vs. Massasoit @ Home 7:00 
November 7th, NHTI Tournament, Away 8:00 
November 8th, NHT! Tournament, Away TBA 


Women’s Basketball: 
November 6th, vs. Massasoit @ Home 5:00 
November 13th, @ Hampshire College 7:00 
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VOTE NO ON 
QUESTION 1 


ELIMINATING THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE INCOME TAX WILL UNFAIRLY SHIFT THE 
FINANCIAL BURDEN TO THOSE WHO CAN LEAST AFFORD IT, BY CREATING HIGHER 
PROPERTY TAXES, HIGHER SALES TAXES, HIGHER FEES AND TOLLS, AND HIGHER 

TUITION AT PUBLIC COLLEGES. 3 


[ Transfer here to grow ideas that take you everywhere. | 
With over 80 bachelor’s degrees, Suffolk helps you turn ideas into skills, and make the S U F F O L K 
U N 


connections to succeed at any job. Our downtown campus connects you to Boston's 
intellectual, culrural and social life. Small classes, diversity and global reach introduce 
you to a whole new world. Call 1-800-G6SUFFOL(K) or visit www.suffolk.edu BOSTON | MADRID | DAKAR 
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The more you think, the more you'll think Suffolk. 


College of Arts & Sciences: Art & Design - Biology - Chemistry & Biochemistry « Communication/Journalism - Computer Science - Econamics 
Education & Human Services + Engineering « English + Environmental « Graphic Design - Government + History + Humanities + Interior Dasign + international Economics 
Latin American & Caribbean Studies - Lega! Studies - Medical Science - Modern Languages - Performing & Visual Arts - Philosophy - Physics - Psychology - Sociology 
Teacher Preparatior- Theatre Sawyer Busimess School: Accounting - Entrepreneurship - Finance ~ Information Systems - Managemant + Marketing - Public Administration 


